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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

• Martin Luther Church is the 
only ELCA Congregation on 
James Island 

• Martin Luther Church was 
organized on February 5, 
1961. 

• 273 Disciples call Martin 
Luther Church their home 
church. 

• Eight Pastors have shepherded 
Martin Luther disciples since its 
organization. 
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Of Blocks and Bricks and Kingdom-Building 

Up go the bricks!  Up go the walls!  They rise a little bit higher every day.  One day it will be a new 
drug store, or an office building, or maybe a restaurant.  We see it around 

 us everywhere. Development in our communities never stops.  Up go the bricks!  Up go the walls!  
One concrete block at a time…one brick at a time.  Such thick, strong, solid walls.  It’s amazing to 
think that these thick, strong, solid walls are built one concrete block at a time…one brick at a 
time! 

God builds his kingdom the same way.  Only God’s “concrete blocks” and “bricks” are his people…
his beloved sons and daughters!  God uses us just like the building contractor uses blocks and bricks, 
cementing us together to form his “churches”, “homes”, schools”, and all the other “buildings’ he 
will use in building his kingdom. 

Each one of us has a special and important place in God’s 
“buildings”.  Each one of us bears our individual share of the 
“load” of his building’s weight.  Remove any one of us, and there 
would be a hole in a wall, and the building would not be as 
strong! 

Up go the bricks! Up go the walls!  Up go the buildings!...one 
“concrete block”…one “brick”…one of God’s sons and 
daughters…at a time!  God’s kingdom is being built!   

   +   +   + 

Before I started flying RC model aircraft, I had a model railroad at home…still have it, but have no 
area large enough to set it up.  The aircraft have taken over. 

I have a number of buildings for it.  They are easy to build.  Each comes complete with pre-fab walls 
and square “O-rings” that go between the stories to hold the walls together. 

Put together 4 walls…square ring…4 more walls…square ring…4 more walls…pre-fab roof…
and “Presto!” =  a 3-story hotel, office, or factory!  It’s so quick, simple, and easy! 

God does not have the advantages I did when he does his building.  God has no pre-fab “walls” or 
convenient “square rings”.  God has to build his kingdom using one “concrete block”…one 
“brick”…one of his SONS and DAUGHTERS…at a time.  Takes a lot more time that way, 
especially with some of us.  But God knows what he’s doing.  Exciting! 

Every day, our prayer should be:   

“Keep on building, God!  And use ME!...Use ALL of us!...Please?...THANKS!” 

Blessings,  Pastor Tom 
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Lent is the Christian season of preparation before Easter. The Lenten season 
is a time when many Christians observe a period of fasting, repentance, 
moderation, self-denial and spiritual discipline. The purpose is to set aside 
time for reflection on Jesus Christ—his suffering and his sacrifice, his 
life, death, burial, and resurrection. 

Why Are Pancakes Eaten on Shrove Tuesday Before Lent? 
Many churches that observe Lent, celebrate Shrove Tuesday. Traditionally, 
pancakes are eaten on Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday) to use 
up rich foods like eggs and dairy in anticipation of the 40-day fasting season 
of Lent. Shrove Tuesday is also called Fat Tuesday or Mardi Gras, which is French for Fat Tuesday. 

During the six weeks of self-examination and reflection, Christians who 
observe Lent typically make a commitment to fast, or to give up 
something—a habit, such as smoking, watching TV, swearing, or a food 
or drink, such as sweets, chocolate, or coffee. The purpose of "giving up 
for Lent" is not to make themselves sacrifice and suffer for that sake 
alone and become "Lenten Martyrs", but to bring them increased 
awareness of Christ's sufferings, and in the process bring them closer to 
Christ.   Some Christians also take on a Lenten discipline, such as 
reading the Bible and spending more time in prayer to draw nearer to 
God. 

 

The Significance of 40 Days 
The significance of the 40-day period of Lent is based on two episodes of spiritual testing in the Bible: the 
40 years of wilderness wanderings by the Israelites after the exodus from Egypt (Numbers 33:38 and 
Deuteronomy 1:3) and the Temptation of Jesus after he spent 40 days fasting in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). 

Lent in Western Christianity 
In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday marks the first day, or the start of the season of Lent, which 
begins 40 days prior to Easter (Technically 46, as Sundays are not included in the count). Officially 
named "Day of Ashes," the exact date changes every year because Easter and its surrounding holidays are 
movable feasts. 

On Ash Wednesday, adherents attend a service where a minister distributes ashes by lightly rubbing the 
sign of the cross with ashes onto their foreheads. This tradition is meant to identify the faithful 
with Jesus Christ. In the Bible, ashes are a symbol of repentance and death. Thus, observing Ash 
Wednesday at the start of the Lenten season represents one's repentance from sin as well as Jesus 
Christ's sacrificial deathto set followers free from sin and death. 

History of Lent 
Early Christians felt the importance of Easter called for special preparations. The first mention of a 40-
day period of fasting in preparation for Easter is found in the Canons of Nicaea (AD 325). It is thought 
that the tradition may have grown from the early church practice of baptismal candidates undergoing a 
40-day period of fasting in preparation for their baptism at Easter. Eventually, the season evolved into a 
period of spiritual devotion for the whole church. During the initial centuries, the Lenten fast was very 
strict but relaxed over time. 

Lent??? 

https://www.thoughtco.com/crucifixion-of-jesus-christ-700210
https://www.thoughtco.com/fat-tuesday-541519
https://www.thoughtco.com/temptation-of-jesus-bible-story-summary-700067
https://www.thoughtco.com/gospel-of-matthew-701051
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-ash-wednesday-700771
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-the-days-of-lent-calculated-542421
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-easter-700772
https://www.thoughtco.com/date-of-easter-change-every-year-700670
https://www.thoughtco.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.thoughtco.com/why-did-jesus-have-to-die-700645
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Dining Fun 
A small group of Disciples 

gathered at La Hacienda on 
Thursday, January 31st for a 

great 
evening 

out!  Thank 
you to Judy 
Alcorn for 

making 
this 

happen!! 

Veteran? 
Do you know a veteran 
or a military family in 

need?   

Education...Housing… 
Health Benefits...Basic 
Needs...Assistance… 

Employment… 
Homelessness...Peer 
Support...Financial 
Crisis Management 

Please contact or refer 
them to: 

Tri-County Veterans 
Support Network 

843-276-2840 

www.TriCountyVeteran
sSupportNetwork.org  

Bible Study 
The Thursday 

Morning Bible Study 
meets each Thursday 
at 11 AM.  Please join 
us for this delightful 

and lively 
discussion 

of the 
weekly 
lessons.  

http://www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org
http://www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org
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At the July 29th meeting of the 
Congregational Council, it was approved that 
we start an “Organ Fund” to purchase a new 
Organ.  We have been advised that our 
current organ is reaching the age of repairs 
and the replacement/repair parts are not 

available.  Please consider giving to this new fund and mark 
your checks “Organ Fund”.  Thank you.   As of the end of 
February, we have had over 20 donations totaling over 
$7,500.00. 

LUTHERIDGE, LUTHEROCK, LUTHERSPRINGS 
AND LUTHERANCH 

Located in the southeastern United States, these 
retreat centers in North Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida offer programmed retreats and camps for all 
ages, and also provide event and meeting spaces 
for you to plan your own retreat. 

People of all ages need time away to build 
relationships, to connect with peers and co-workers, 
to rest and find refreshment for life, to re-connect 
with nature and God’s creation, and to be equipped 
as leaders. Whether attending our programs or 
planning your own retreat, you will find these 
opportunities at Novus Way. Our staff is highly 
trained in team building, group process, and faith 
formation. Our facilities encourage community 
building and provide the level of comfort and 
amenity you need to accomplish your goals in your 
time away. 

You may find more information at 
www.novusway.org or stop by the church office for 
a camp brochure!  Scholarships are always 
available! 

Scout Sunday was held at Martin 
Luther on Sunday, February 10th.  
We were blessed to have the Cub 
Scout Pack 4, leaders and parents 

with us to celebrate this continued 
partnership!   
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Confirmation Retreat 

Two weekends ago, the youth went on a 
confirmation retreat to Rincon, Georgia to visit 
Ebenezer Church. We were joined by two other 
churches to make a total of 13 youth members 
on the trip, with the oldest being in 8th grade 
and youngest in 5th. The trip was all about 
learning more about the Bible, prayer, and all in 
all God. We learned more about ourselves and 
each other on this trip. We had the majority of 

our discussions in our conference room and they 
were led by the three pastors. The discussions were very 
involving and taught us that nothing we said about the 
discussion, our ideas, thoughts or anything was wrong. The 
discussions were about various things but all connected in the 
end and helped us learn more about the Bible and God. We 
also went to the beautiful Ebenezer Church, which was 
extremely close to where we were staying. This church 
holds many, many stories and has went through a lot. One of 
my favorite things that the church used to do was how 
girls went through the front/ main door and sat on the left 
side and boys went through the side door and sat on the right. We also toured the 
houses. There we got to see how they 
dressed and how their houses looked. We 
all made new friends and had a blast there 
and this was a great experience for all of 
us. We all got to know each other better 
and started to better understand 
ourselves. This trip was so much fun and I 
cannot wait for the next. 

- Ashley Peterson 



 

Join us 
each 

Sunday 
morning 
(except 

Brunch Sundays) 
after the 9 AM 

Worship Service 
for our study 

series.   
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The Martin Luther 
Congregational Council 

will meet on Sunday, 
March 17, 2019 at 3:00 

PM at the church.   

Council  

Martin Luther Church is hosting a 
“New Diaper  Drive” for Postpartum 
Support Charleston.  All packaged, 

disposable diapers (especially sizes 1 
and 2) are needed to help new mothers.  

This effort will be ongoing through the 
month of April.    

 

Did you know… 

...diapers cost $18 per week, or $936 per 
year, on average per child.  Babies need 6-

10 diapers a day. 

...1 in 3 U.S. moms suffer from diaper need. 

Please bring your donations to the church! 

Diaper Drive Sunday Study 
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NEWS FOR  
AA 

The Cub Scout Pack 4 is 
meeting each Monday 
evening at 6:30 PM.  All 
boys, 1st grade and up are 
invited to attend.   

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meets at 

Martin Luther Church every Saturday 

evening at 8 PM and every Sunday 

evening at 8 PM.  We are happy to 

serve this community in various ways 

for the welfare of all.   

RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 

CUB SCOUTS 

We remind you to bring food for James 
Island Outreach and TriCounty Family 
Ministries especially during the winter 
months.  Our specialty is Mac and 
Cheese – so pick up a few extra boxes 
for the hungry when you are shopping 
this week.  

• Darlene Leach, the Hoovers and the 
Rankins for taking food and coats to 
TCFM. 

• Cub Scouts for keeping their Blessings 
Box stocked with great items. 

• Harriet Brunson for helping assemble and 
fold the weekly bulletins. 

• Janice Knight for scheduling the Altar 
Care and keeping everything flowing 
smoothly! 

THANK YOU 

OUTREACH 

Upcoming Respite Care Charleston 
Support Group Meetings at MLLC— 

March 1 at 10 AM—Friday Morning 
Group (coincides with the 
regular Friday day program) 

March 12 at 6 PM—Tuesday Night 
Group 

March 13 at 10 AM—Early Stage 
Group (specifically designed for 
caregivers and their loved ones 
in the early states of dementia 
or Alzheimer’s disease) 

March 26 at 6 PM—Tuesday Night 
Group 

March 27 at 10 AM—Early Stage 
Group 

Each of these groups is open and 
free, so if you know of anyone who 
might benefit from any of these 
groups, please invite them to join us! 

Sara Perry—Executive Director RCC 

843 647-7405 



YOU TO KNOW 
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WELCA 

The Helene Wohlers 
Circle continues to 
meet.  Please check 
with Jerri Snider 
for details.    

SC WELCA invites you to take a look at their 
website www.scwelca.com.  News,  
publications and upcoming events are posted 
there.   

The SC WELCA will be hosting their 31st 
Annual SC WELCA Convention at St. 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Lexington, 
SC.  The convention will be held June 7 & 8.  
More information is available in the church 
office or by logging onto www.scwelca.com. 

Children’s Church 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH GIFTS 

The March Children’s Church 
gifts will be designated to: 
March 3—First Steps JI 
March 10—Bread for the 

World 
March 17—Coastal Crisis 

Chaplaincy 
March 24—NOVUS Way 
March 31—James Island 

Outreach 

CAN YOU FIND MARTIN LUTHER? 

We are hiding a small 
picture of Martin Luther in 
the contents of the Luther 

Lines each month.  
Where is he this month?  

These Children’s Church gifts were sent to the 
agencies listed below: 

February 3 SOUPER Bowl  $181.15 

February 10 Lutheran Homes of SC  $ 52.49 

February 17 Gideons   $ 78.57 

Thank you to the children and those who give 
generously to these agencies.   

SC WELCA COASTAL MEETING 

The SC WELCA Coastal Conference Meeting will 
be held on Saturday, March 23, 2019 at St. Luke’s 

Lutheran Church in Summerville.   

10:30 am—Registration 

11:00 am—Lunch 

Guest Speaker will be Sharon Rickard, Executive 
Director of Doors to Freedom, a local 
organization supporting survivors of human 
trafficking.   

If able, please bring a gift card for Target or 
Walmart in any amount.  These will be used by 
Doors to Freedom for their survivors.   

Please RSVP by March 19, 2019 to Iris Eagan:  
jeagan@sc.rr.com of call 843-871-3904 
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Join us for the Moms 
Run for Postpartum 
Support Charleston.  
The run/walk will be 

held on Saturday, 
May 11, 2019 at 

Blackbaud Stadium 
on Daniel’s Island.  
We already have a 
team started—see 
Sherry Fowler or 
Maria Namie for 

details! 

The 2019 South Carolina Synod 
Assembly will be held in 
Spartanburg, SC at the 
Spartanburg Marriott, May 30 
through June 1, 2019.  Martin 
Luther Church and Faith Lutheran 
Church are in the process of 
accepting voting members and 
visitors to attend the Assembly.   

All travel expenses, registration 
and lodging will be covered.  
Voting Members and visitors are 
encouraged to register early.   

See Pastor Tom, Peggy Oxendine 
(at MLLC) or John Ballentine (at 
Faith) for more information.   



The family of Bryan 
O’Keith Taylor at 
his death on 
January 26 

Alice Whitsett at 
Savannah Place 

Elizabeth King 
Maddox at Jenni-
Lynn Senior Living 
in Columbia 

Emily Chaplin at 
Dayspring Assisted 
Living  

Bill McCorkle at 
Johns Island Rehab 

Fred Lutge 

Judy Simmons  

Josef Burke 

Brandt Armstrong   

Jim Swittenberg 

Barbara Crews  

Charlie Harris     

Mickie White    

Alice Lingenfelter      

Judy Alcorn    

Bob and Joan 
Cunningham    

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Connie Baker      

Carl Simmons     

Jack Cooper    

Myrl Kluge   

Dawn Congdon 

Bill & Edna 
Mariorenzi    

Alice Scheld    

Polly Sutton    

Joe Sproles    

Vicki Becker    

Richard Jantzen    

Virginia McCorkle   

  

Sherry Guffin 
Mitchum    

Ruth Symon May    

Mary Katherine 
Brennan    

Fran Lingenfelter    

Erik Wohltman 

Lucille Mullis    

Cyndie Hartsell 

Julie Cooke 

Stephen Bellah 

Remington Tompkins 

Andrea Cassem    

Jason Young      

Richard 
Haynsworth      

Elizabeth Perkins   

Justin Burbage      

Gloria Irwin      

Georgie Mae Follin   

Barbara Wilson    

Frank Ostwalt     

David Arnold     

Donnie Fosberry     

John Lange  

All those who protect 
our country, state, 
and communities.   

 

 

 Holy God, your 
beauty shines forth 

from the manger 
and your love flows 
from the cross. As 

you gather us 
around these signs 
of your love come 

among us, warm us 
to extend your care 
among the hungry 
and all in need. In 

Jesus’ name we 
pray.  Amen.  

PRAYERS 
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Water Missions 

The next Bridge 
Church opportunity is 

scheduled for 
Saturday, March 9.  
Please see Laura 
Jordan for details.  
What an awesome 

outreach to feed the 
hungry in Charleston!  

Health and Wellness Fair:  

Saturday, March 9, 2019;  

9:00am – 2:00pm 

St James Presbyterian Church, 

1314 Secessionville Road, 

Charleston SC 29412 

 

We are inviting your members to come 
and join us to obtain health information 
and services from the health care 
industry. We are requesting your 
support in making this event a success.  

Our theme for 2019 is Family Focused 
Health. We are striving to do our part 
to increase Health Literacy by focusing 
on the areas that impact Health 
Disparity. Our focus will be education, 
prevention, knowledge, nutrition and 
closing the gap in health disparity in our 
community.  

The Health and Wellness Fair will kick 
off 2019 in targeting these areas. 
Through our efforts we are hoping to 
enhance awareness within our 
community of healthy lifestyle choices 
and provide educational opportunities 
to all.  

Health Fair 

Bridge Church 
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Worship Assistant Schedules 



 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

MARCH 
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Judy Simmons   3 / 26 

Richard Fowler  3 / 27 

Kyle Ake   3 / 28 

Pam Harris   3 / 28 

McCulloch Hoxie  3 / 29 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Linda & Joe Sproles   3/1 

Lori Nolan & Robert Jackson   3/29 

BIRTHDAYS 

Brian Abram   3 / 3 

Gary Frear   3 / 5 

Will Waters   3 / 7 

Linda Armstrong  3 / 8 

Austin Ake   3 / 9 

Mark Kruger, Jr.  3 / 11 

Denice Mondello  3 / 12 

Elisabeth Diffenderfer  3 / 19 

Amber Weakley  3 / 20 

David Whittaker  3 / 22 

Tom Cassem   3 / 26 

Becca Spain   3 / 26 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

APRIL 
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Lori Hamill   4/27 

Julie Carter   4/28 

Shannon Lines   4/30 

Jerri Snider   4/30 

Torren Thomas  4/30 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Sherry & Richard Fowler 4/7 

Barbara & Andy Young 4/21 

Laura & Eddie Jordan  4/23 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Ashley Harris Wright  4/3 

Matthew Harris  4/4 

Tricia Bradley   4/6 

Mary Lou Hoover  4/12 

DJ Watts   4/13 

Bill Carter   4/15 

Morgan Gillette  4/16 

Ned Balzano   4/18 

Noah Hodges   4/18 

Luke Rimer   4/21 

Leslie Carter   4/23 

Vicki Becker   4/26 

 

 

 



1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Rick Beruf 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      
Richard Fowler 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Vacant 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  

WWW . M ARTINLU THERCHU RCH . ORG  

Council Members 
serve two year 
terms with the 

exception of the 
youth members, 

serving a one year 
term. 


