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Signs of the Times 
A friend sent me some funny “Signs of the Times” pictures.  Well, 
some were funny, and some were far too true!  Take this one for 
example:   
 
 
With COVID-19 infections and deaths, self-quarantines, staying at 
home, businesses shutdown, churches closed, school classrooms 
becoming virtual, wearing masks and face coverings, record-
breaking numbers of hurricanes and catastrophic destruction, floods, 
unbelievable forest fires covering a vast portion of our western 
states, acidic political climate surrounding a contentious election, shootings, beatings, riots, 
angry divisions of people, financial, social, and psychological stresses on everyone, it’s not 
been a fun year.  All of these extremely bad things are NOT  FAIR!  So I’ll have to agree…
let’s “Uninstall 2020”, kill the virus, and start this year over!   

 

However…while Satan’s had a “field day” with all of this, so has God!  God’s been at work, 

too, bringing people together in marvelous and miraculous ways!  �  

 

As I said in a sermon recently, “Life is not fair! But God’s grace is always there! And what 
seems to us to be so unfair, God could be using to work a blessing!  He does this all the 
time!” 

That’s been the focus of our last few Luther Lines newsletters, and that’s why it’s been the 
focus. It’s so easy to let all of these “unfair”, divisive, damaging, and discouraging things get 
us down. But God doesn’t want us to let that happen.  He wants us to find ways of lifting each 
other up, encouraging each other, and helping each other serve him and bring his blessings to 
people. 

Watching all of you do that, reading your stories, and hearing them when we talk in person 
after our Parking Lot Holy Communion Services, on the phone, text, or email has definitely 
lifted me! All of you have been inspirations to me, and it’s so beautiful to see God working 
his blessings here through you! 

Unfortunately, we cannot “Uninstall 2020” and start the year over.  That’s physically 
impossible. But the virus will die, the hurricane season will end, we will get through the 
election, and we pray that people will let go of their anger and hatred and that the criminal 
activity will be brought under control. In the meantime, keep on being God’s grace-filled 
blessings! Now THAT’s FAIR! 

Pastor Tom 
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Thank you to all that sent cards, calls, text and 
email to me for my family with wishes of 
Sympathy for the loss of my Sister-in-law 
Sharon.  I passed  this on to my brother and he 
sends his thanks too.  Brenda Burke 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a God-sighting for you!  As members of our Lord’s church, we are called to lift each other up 
in prayer.  We do that very well here in both of our churches. But did you know that other Lutheran 
churches are praying for us?   

We have received letters from The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Newberry, South Carolina, 
and Peak Springhill Lutheran Parish, which is comprised of Mt. Olivet and Mt. Hermon Lutheran 
churches in Chapin and Peak, South Carolina.  

They say, “We prayed that God would continue to guide your ministries and be present in all the ways that you 
serve your community and the larger world.  God bless you and all those who know of God’s love and mercy 
through your ministry.” 

These congregations pray for us and other congregations regularly, and then send letters to the 
congregations letting them know they are prayed for.  Everyone who attends worship that day 
usually signs the letters, but due to Covid-19, the pastor signs them for now.  

How awesome it is for us to know that other congregations are praying for us! May God bless us and 
lift us up by these people and their prayers!  May God bless them! 
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Sunday, November 1 is 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

We will be publishing our All 
Saints List—please submit names 
of your loved ones that you would 
like remembered to the church office no later 
than Wednesday, October 28.   

Sometimes I feel that I am focusing too much on the 
negative when I need to stay more focused on God 
and his promises.  I used to get so tired of the trip 
every week to Savannah, and now I find myself 
thinking, ‘that was such a nice drive’ – yes, the grass 
is always greener!  Now that I have so much more 
time at home, I need to take advantage of it – 
projects around the house, catching up with people 
through notes or phone calls, trying to take better 
care of myself with diet and exercise.  We are 
entering the busiest time of the year and now I 
actually have time to be home and enjoy it – thank 
you, Lord.  You know me better than I know myself; 
help me to put my complete trust in you.  Peggy 
Oxendine 
 

We have watched so much television while being in this lock-down.  I feel like I am 
melding into my couch.  BUT one series that we watched and really enjoyed was 
“The Chosen”.  As it is advertised—”For the first time ever, the greatest story ever 
told is being presented as a multi-season show.  Digging deeper into the backstories 
and context of the people and events of the gospels, Season one of the #1 highest 
crowd-funded media project of all time introduces you to people such as Simon 
Peter, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene, Matthew, and of course Jesus in a way never 
seen on film.”  Anyone with a computer can watch this series for free.  We found in 
on “The Chosen” website, https://studios.vidangel.com/the-chosen and watch the 
first season of 8 episodes (each episode is about 30 minutes long).  While the series 
may not be for everyone, just try it.  I think you’ll like it.    Sherry Fowler 
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RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 
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CUB SCOUTS AT MLLC 
Just as the COVID virus has interrupted so many aspects of our everyday lives, it also put a stop to Pack 
4’s Cub Scout meetings and event calendar in March.  There were so many wonderful activities that were 
already planned that had to be cancelled, including:  Camping trips, Pack Awards ceremonies, the 
Pinewood Derby, and the much-anticipated trip to Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, FL. 

 

However, we are pleased to inform you that the Pack is back!  That’s right, on Monday, (9/14/2020) 
the Pack reconvened for a drive-in type Awards meeting and Bridging Ceremony.  Scouts and parents 
parked in the MLLC parking lot facing the building.  The leaders stood on the sidewalk and used a 
conference calling app on a mobile phone to broadcast the audio to parents and scouts inside the cars, who 
also had the app on their phones. Awards were placed on the table near the sidewalk, and when scouts’ 
names were called; they exited the cars and walked up to receive their awards that had been earned since 
March.   

The Cub Scouts, Pack 4 meet each Monday 
evening at 6:00 PM MLLC.  Thank you to the 
loyal parents and the amazing leaders for 
keeping this wonderful troop together.  
Congratulations to Kevin Ammons as he 
moves into the position of CubMaster and to 
Robby Lingenfelter for his years of dedication 
to this troop.   
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HOLY COMMUNION IN THE MLLC PARKING LOT 

WE WILL BE PROVIDING THIS BLESSING AGAIN ON TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 6 AT 6:30 PM AND ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 AT 9:00 AM.     

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS! 

ELKS BPO DOES DROVE #231 is collecting empty 
prescription bottles (with the labels removed) to be 
donated to animal shelters.  The Does  will be collecting 
the empty prescription bottles through the remainder of 
2020. Please bring the bottles to either church to be 
picked up.  A decorated box has been supplied for your 
donations.  THANK YOU for caring for our furry 
friends.  See Muriel Bellah for more information.   

 COMMUNITY NEEDS 

Thank you to Pastor Tom for 
his unfailing dedication and 

love of our two church 
communities.  He has been 
with us through the ups and 
downs of life, the joys and 
sorrows of faith and the 

smiles and tears of the times!  
We all love you, Pastor Tom! 
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Judy Alcorn and her friend, Nell, have been busy making masks for 
children.  If your child should need a mask for school, please consider 
one of these lovely washable masks—free of charge.  Just give us a 
call at Martin Luther and we will get one to you.   

We are urging you to remember the Cub Scout Pack 4 Blessing Box that is 
located on the church grounds (on Martello Drive).  There are many people in 
need of any food that they can obtain.  Help us help those in need.  Non-
perishable food items are needed as well as 
toiletries, and paper products. Even 
encouraging notes can bring a smile to a 
weary soul.   

Books for both adults and children are 
always welcome in the Little Libraries 
beside the Blessing Box.   

Please give what you can!!!! 

BLESSING BOX 

WE ARE COVERED! 

This note was left 
in the Blessing 

Box—thank you 
to all who give 

generously tot his 
outreach 
ministry. 

Inside, the note read; 

Dear Kind Angel,  

Thank you for your 
kindness and love.  These 
are the little things that 
remind us of the kindness 
that exists.  You have a 
kind heart and are loved!  
HUGS!!! 
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Even through the pandemic crisis, your congregational council has been 
meeting – via phone call – and in-person, mask-wearing-social-distancing 
meetings.  We have been working diligently to discuss the current situation 
and when/how to re-open the church for worship – seeking the Lord’s 
guidance in this very important matter.   
 
Although Faith Lutheran Church is going to start in-person worship at the 
beginning of October, we are still believing we should wait awhile for Martin 
Luther’s congregation.  Pastor Tom will continue with the parking lot 
communion services as he has been. 
 

As you know, we were scheduled to hold council member elections this past May, but have put that 
congregational meeting off due to the pandemic.  Most council members agreed to continue in their current 
roles until next May when we can (hopefully) meet again and elect new members or allow current members 
to continue for another term.   
 
However, there have been a couple of changes on the congregational council.  Richard Fowler voluntarily 
resigned from the Financial Secretary position; a replacement will not be sought until the next election.  
Additionally, Rick Beruf (who has served more than two terms) requested a temporary replacement for his 
position, Vice President, if one was available.  Nancy Haynsworth has graciously accepted the temporary 
position of Vice President, filling in for Rick Beruf, until the next election. 
 
I would like to thank all council members for continuing on council, sharing their gifts with this 
congregation, during this time and welcome Nancy Haynsworth.  I appreciate each person and the time 
commitments they make to serve this church.    
 
Respite Care Update – Sara Perry with Respite Care, had met with council in early August requesting that 
Respite Care be allowed to have a limited program at the church.  They are closely following CDC 
guidelines, and even going beyond those guidelines to try and ensure the safety of their clients, as well as the 
use of the church building.  The council approved her request at that time.  They are doing a wonderful job 
and their clients are extremely delighted to be able to come back and have that fellowship time.   
 
Respite Care clients have been hit especially hard by this pandemic.  They may not all understand why this 
isolation has been forced on them – generating additional grief and loneliness.  It was severely affecting their 
quality of life.  Since the limited re-start of Respite Care has gone so well, Sara has requested that they be 
allowed to go back to full meetings – still following CDC and their own guidelines – and continually 
checking in with the church.  They are still holding down the number of participants and volunteers, but 
have gone back to regular schedules and times of meeting at the church.  The council once again approved 
her request.  Sara is very appreciative of her partnership with Martin Luther Church, and we are so glad that 
she is able to provide this service to our James Island community. 

Congregational Council Communique 



LUTHER L INES PAGE 10 

 

 

GIVING 

Although we are not able to gather in person, we can still support Martin Luther's mission by making our 
donations by mail or online. 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting online contributions through Tithe.ly.com. Anyone can ac-
cess this new App through the MLLC website www.martinlutherchurch.org. Just go to the green Giving Op-
tion Button on the top right of the opening page! If you need some assistance, please give Sherry a 
call. Now you can give, even while we are each self-quarantined in our homes. Tell your friends and family 
that they can give to MLLC online!!!  

And we still accept checks - mail those to  

Martin Luther Church 

1605 Harbor View Road 

Charleston, SC 29412 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Martin Luther Church and our missions.  

We have been so blessed with donations from disciples using online sites such as www.tithe.ly.com, VAN-
CO, personal checks  and their personal bank’s billpays.  Some disciples have been so generous as to give 
some of their government stimulus checks to help with the finances of the church.  WE THANK YOU!!!! 

Your prayers & online presence are requested on 

SUNDAY , OCTOBER 4, 2020 AT 3:00 P .M . 

(The preludes and stream will begin at 2:30 p.m.) 

for the 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

with the 

R ITE OF INSTALLATION 

of the Bishop of the South Carolina Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

THE REVEREND VIRGINIA SOLVEIG AEBISCHER 

at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 
1301 Richland Street Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

In person participation is limited and by Invitation only. 

The Service will be live streamed on this page, on our Facebook page, and our YouTube Channel. 

http://www.martinlutherchurch.org
https://facebook.com/scsynod
https://youtube.com/scsynodcom
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Elizabeth King Maddox at Rice 
Estates in Columbia 

Bill McCorkle at Johns Island 
Rehab 

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Al Hoover 

Alice Lingenfelter 

Barbara Crews 

Paul Bauersfeld 

Bill Carter 

Polly Sutton 

Carl and Judy Simmons 

Todd and Pam Peterson 

Mickie White    

Melody and Judy Alcorn    

Joan Cunningham    

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack Cooper    

Alice Scheld    

Bill and Edna Mariorenzi    

Joe Sproles    

Vicki Becker  

 

Wit Thaxton 

Andy Hogue 

Eric Wohltman 

Joe Dimauro     

Lucille Mullis    

Julie Phifer 

Steve Cooper     

Mary Katherine Brennan     

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Preston Vinson    

Johnny Hallman    

John Bischoff 

Cyndie Hartsell    

Alice Vendrick     

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Joan Riley    

Ingeburg Sproles      

Betty and Paulwyn Boliek 

Cyndie Roumilatt    

Frank Oastwalt      

Will Coleman      

Lynn Nash     

Henry Carroll   

Maggie Bennett     

Ramona Horres  

Becky Cook    

Carolyn and Linwood 
Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Eugene Alexander     

Ned Vendrick 

Thomas Soyden     

Eliza Cate Volousky    

Dwight Hartsell      

Lisa Player 

PRAYERS 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Nancy Rankin  10/5 

Linda Sproles  10/6 

Ryan Hamill  10/7 

Peggy Oxendine 10/7 

Brandt Armstrong 10/9 

TJ Peterson  10/10 

Bade Thomas  10/11 

Sherry Fowler  10/12 

Connie Baker  10/14 

Evelyn Browne  10/23 

Barbara Crews  10/25 

Robin Richard  10/25 

Jack Cooper  10/25  

Carley Congdon 10/26 

Al Hoover  10/28 

Edna Mariorenzi 10/29 

Ursel Harmon  10/31  

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Robin & Marty Richard    10/16 

Edna & Bill Mariorenzi     10/21 

Judy & Carl Simmons       10/25  

 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Claire Diffenderfer  11/03 

Janet Kruger  11/10 

Joe Sproles  11/11 

Kaitlyn Frear  11/11 

Delayna Guffin  11/12 

Tracey Arthur  11/14 

Marcia LaFrance 11/18 

John Weed  11/18 

Rich Hamill  11/19 

Donna Blish  11/20 

Bubba Brandt  11/23 

Tait Arthur  11/24 

Maria Namie  11/24 

Pam Peterson  11/27 

Russell LaFrance 11/28 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Amanda & Josef Burke 11/13 

Beverly & Jerry Weed 11/21 

Lynn & Steve Shaddrix 11/27 
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1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Nancy Haynsworth 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      
Vacant 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Vacant 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  

WWW . M ARTINLU THERCHU RCH . ORG  

INSIDE  TH IS  IS SUE :  

PASTOR ’S  

PONDERING 

2 

GOD S IGHTINGS 3 

ALL SAINTS 4 

RESPITE CARE 5 

CUB SCOUTS 6 

BLESSING BOX 8 

PRAYERS 11 


