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God Sighting
Sharon Hite sent me some COVID-19 Funnies that actually are quite in touch with what we
are all going through as we fight this pandemic together. Here are some of ‘em:
• 2019: Stay away from negative people. 2020: Stay away from positive people.
• The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the house, and their
kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!
• This virus has done what no woman had been able to do…cancel all sports, shut down all
bars, and keep men at home!!!
• Do not call the police on suspicious people in your neighborhood! Those are your
neighbors without makeup and hair extensions!
• Since we can’t eat out, now’s the perfect time to eat better, get fit, and stay healthy.
We’re all quarantined! Who are we trying to impress?
• Day 9 at home and my dog is looking at me like, “See? This is why I chew the
furniture!”

• I never thought the comment “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6 foot pole” would
become a national policy…but here we are!
• Me:
Alexa what’s the weather this weekend? Alexa: It doesn’t matter – you’re not
going anywhere.
• I swear my fridge just said, “What the heck do you want now?”
• When this is over…which meeting do I attend first…Weight Watchers or AA?
In 2 Timothy 1:7 we are told: “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of
love and of a sound mind.” With all that we’ve been through in social distancing, staying
out of work, and being cooped up at home fighting this virus, we’re all feeling somewhat
fearful and wondering how much of a “sound mind” we have left!
But with a combination of humor, patience, grit, and God, we will all get through this! God
is helping us do so. He is bringing his Spirit, power, and love into each of our lives!
Hopefully, we will learn from this experience more about ourselves, each other, and God.
Hopefully, we will be drawn closer to each other…and especially closer to God!
And when this IS over…the meeting we will all attend first will be…a church worship
service to thank God for keeping us together and bringing us safely through!
Peace and God’s blessings, Pastor Tom
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We asked Disciples from Martin
Luther Church and Faith Church
to share their “God Sightings”
for our May Luther Lines.
Here are the ones we received.
Thank you to all who have joined
in this effort to “share our
stories”.
Please share your God Sightings
with us for the June Luther
Lines.
I have two God-sightings to
share. Thanks for giving us the
opportunity to participate!
First,
my across-the-street
neighbor is nothing less than
one of God's angels He sends
me. In addition to doing her
own family's grocery shopping,
she does her mother's and
mine! When I keep thanking
her profusely she says, "I am
just blessed to be allowed to do
it for you." WOW!
My second God-sighting is yet
another neighbor who has been
bringing my mail to my front
door ever since I hurt my foot
almost a month ago and ended
up on crutches. One day last
week, she texted me and said,
"Tomorrow I am going to blow
off your driveway (which had
been covered by all those little
curly Q's from the oak trees),
your walk and the front
porch!"
That was such a
blessing to me because you
couldn't see the driveway for all
those pesky things. God truly
does provide!
Blessings and peace,
Helena Bradford

My faith gives me hope to face
the challenges of this life with joy.
I remind myself with every twist
or turn that trouble does not last
always!
I felt God was with me when I
was on a phone call with my 5year-old grandson Ford. He called
to tell me how much he loves me
and misses me. I saw God while
working in my garden because a
yellow butterfly followed me the
whole time. It felt like a person
was right there next to me and
wanted to talk to me. I saw God
while I was watching the news,
seeing the doctors and nurses
caring for the sick. I saw God in
the long lines of people waiting
for food. I could go on and on...
My life is full of memories I have
with God. I wouldn't be here
today if God was not present in
my life. I am, forevermore, very
grateful to God because he is in
my life. My accomplishments and
successes I owe to God.
Very grateful always,
Maria Namie

I have seen God in many places.
Outside I see the parable of the
sower who planted many seeds
but some were successful, some
weren't - only God can give the
increase. Also, in family
connecting with siblings that are
normally too busy ;).
I have family that "avoids" the
Christian
family
members
and this virus has shut down
their partying. They are seeing
the importance of family.
Showing mercy, compassion,
forgiveness, and love to family
and neighbor alike.
Miss you all and wish you all
God’s peace.
Nathan Gilkeson
+++++++++++++++
As usual I have seen God in my
family: Becca's wedding and
birthday in March; my birthday
and retirement in April; Greg's
birthday and graduation (with a
teaching degree) in May; Bob's
birthday and Mother's Day in
May! What more could a mom
ask for? And thank you to our
MLLC family for all your help!
Julie Carter
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I am a visual person, so I have some pictures from
my walk this morning. What was so fantastic about
it was not only these sightings, but hearing Pastor
Tom’s sermon during my walk! These were all
different houses!!! Also, I threw in one pic from our
family breakfast from Easter morning with Pastor
Tom on the computer while we ate together. Thanks
be to God. Laura Jordan
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My sighting is a nurse named Lynn Swan, she is not a
famous football player, but a good friend that goes to
work each day helping those fighting the corona virus.
This alone would qualify her. I met her in my Rock
Steady Boxing class at the Wellness Center at MUSC.
While she doesn’t have Parkinson Disease, her
husband Brian does. She brings him to class and takes
part in the training. She often offered me support and
encouragement. When I passed out in class and was
taken to the emergency room she was there for Karen
and me. While I no longer take boxing, Lynn calls me
regularly to check on me and offers me
encouragement, as do several of my instructors.
Another sighting you all see every Sunday, my
fellow Choir members. They all take care of me and
make it possible for me to take part in the Choir. It
would not be possible if it were not for my wife,
Karen, who brings me to Church and practice each
week. I am truly blessed!
Paul Bauersfeld

Contemplation Things are a lot quieter these days. We’re all
cloistered away as if in a monastery. This time
provides us with a great opportunity to go deeper. To
focus on silence; a highly underrated concept. The
constant chaos that is our culture does not encourage
silence that’s for sure.
An inner life is always available to each one of us.
Meditation is hard though. Most people quit because
they don’t feel any “results”.
But...Intentionally sitting silently for as little as 5-10
minutes daily can provide enormous rewards
spiritually, physically and emotionally. You begin to
see Divinity all around you. Christ is in our heads And
in our hearts.
“A life of inner union, a contemplative life is
practicing for heaven now” R.Rohr
Meditation? You never get good at it. You just have to
DO it and not worry about the results!
Psalm 46:10
YBIC, John Ballentine
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I have seen God through Connie
Gibson and her generous gift of
making
many
face
masks.
THANK
YOU,
CONNIE!
I have seen God through Jimmy
Knight and his unwavering love
for our church. It has been very
important to him to keep the
property cut and clean. Even if
we can't be there...
Anonymous
Even being stuck at home
(except for quick forays to the
grocery store) I have managed to
see God in many places.
I’ve seen Him in the pastors and
lay-people of St. Mark and St.
Johannes who have put such hard
work into videoing services and
getting them out to the
congregations. We didn’t miss a
single bit of Holy Week or
Easter!
I see Him in the cheerful
employees at Publix who go out
of their way to be helpful;
especially the woman who stands
inside the front door, wiping
down carts and presenting
customers with a newly sanitized
buggy.
And, I see God in the neighbors
that I’ve never seen before, who
are all out walking and are quick
with a smile and a wave/
greeting.
Our
next-door
neighbor, who always keeps to
herself, offered to get supplies
for Steve and me so we didn’t
have to go out in public (at our
advanced senior age!).
Here’s some great news about
Steve: His 3-month bloodwork
shows his PSA at 0.775. Any
number 1.0 and under is a pretty
clear indication that there is NO
cancer present!!! Yay! He gets
another test in July to see if there
is any change. I guess you can
say that this is my 4th (and
BEST) God sighting!!!
Joanie Gander

# 1 Where have you seen God
working during this Covid-19
Pandemic? On Facebook, in the
faces of people in the stores, in
my neighbors.
#2 Who has been like Jesus to
you? Pastor, as he comes to each
of us on Sunday morning with
LOVE, with HOPE, and mostly
with FAITH.
#3What are your joys to
share? My joys are seeing the
little boy (6 months old) across
the street sitting outside with his
Mom, my neighbor, fussing with
her little puppy on walks.
Watching the sun come up.
Seeing the earth turn green.
Peace in the early morning.
Judy Simmons

Due to the quarantine, my friend
Shawn was home from work
when the tornado hit in
Seneca. This prevented him and
about 300 other people who
would have been at work at that
time too from injury or death as
the plant was completely
destroyed by the tornado. That's
300 families who still have mom
or dad or brother or sister here to
love!
Tracey Arthur

Polly Sutton says that everything
is going good for her, that she
loves going outside and seeing
God’s beauty in her yard. She
tells me that Tom and Paula are
her God Sightings—they bring
her groceries and meals! Polly
also said that her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren are her
God Sightings, especially Olivia.
This child had an infected bug
bite and was able to be treated
outside of the hospital. Olivia is
still smiling, laughing and
eating!!! Polly says, “This will
pass.”
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Like many people have pointed out in Facebook
postings -- Who have become the 'essential' people
we rely on day-to-day? Along with first responders,
health care workers - I did not fully appreciate
grocery store personnel, janitorial crews, postal
carriers, gas station workers and "convenience"
stores (the only place I was finally able to get some
Tylenol one day). With all the chaos and confusion
going on, I have focused on paying special attention
to the good news stories - where individuals or
groups have felt a calling to help out in some way this is where I see God the most at work, bringing
people together and shining His love light through
others. Matthew 23:11 says, 'But the greatest among
you will be your servant' - wow, that really hits home
for me right now.
Peggy Oxendine
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Connie Gibson's hand-making and giving away cloth
face masks!
Marybeth Brennan's sending emails with pretty, fun,
joyful, and uplifting pictures and cartoons!
Rick Beruf's making the shelf for our new organ
speakers in his garage!
Sherry and Helena sending out emails to inform and
share our members' prayer requests...keeps us
together!
Helena recording piano preludes at home and emailing
them out to our members to help them worship at
home.
Pastor Tom

Mickie White says that she sees God in the Neighbors
who help her. She said that they have been getting her
groceries and her prescriptions for her so that she
doesn’t have to go out.
Much thankfulness is offered unto the Lord for the
wonderful gifts of Pastor Tom and Sherry in these
days of a different kind of living. I have anticipated
the daily prayers and the devotionals and the services
provided online these last weeks. Praying for our
fellowship and family and friends have brought new
meaning into our lives. We thank both of you for
utilizing your talents in these days of hope and faith.
Keeping healthy and safe is our prayer for you as
Jesus, through you, is showing in your thoughts
and prayers for all of us. Thank you again.
In Christ,
Paula Carl

I have seen God at Ashley Gardens where my
Mother In-law, Mary Katherine Brennan lives.
Everyone from the front office to her caretakers have
been nothing less than angels here on earth.
Everyday they keep them busy, they reassure them,
they love them and they keep them safe. Even though
we have not been allowed to visit since the middle of
March, they have made it possible to FaceTime her.
So thankful for such loving people to take care of
such a precious gift to our family❤️
Marybeth Brennan

Melody Alcorn, while confined to Roper Hospital says
that she has seen God in all the heroes at the hospital.
Even though they are super busy, they have been
taking time to continue to bring her Good News.

I have seen God in our concern for each other. As this
virus has taken over our social lives, we have been
blessed with safe homes, food to eat, family to talk
with and His Word to reflect on. Just being able to
walk in my yard, and see the birds as they continue
their daily “work” helps me to believe that this virus
will not take over our lives, it is all temporary! I am
thankful for all the people who give of themselves in
the hospitals, in emergency situations and even
working in the stores to help the rest of us have what
we need.
God is in the messages each Sunday from Pastor Tom
and other churches. Being able to still “worship” with
God’s people is so important to me. Continue to pray
for each other, check on each other and be joyful for
the day that we can once again gather in His Holy
House.
Sherry Fowler
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Last evening, about 4pm, I was out in my carport. I turned around and saw a beautiful adult
Golden Retriever who had walked up my driveway to me. She had very dirty lower legs and
feet, and was obviously lost. She walked right up to me for a greeting and some petting. She
wore a pink collar that had a tag with her name "Molly" and a phone number on it. I kept her
near me and called the number. Talked with her "Daddy" who said the kids must have left the
fence gate open again. I told him who I was and that I had Molly safely with me, and when I
asked where they live, turns out it's the neighborhood behind the house across the street...the
neighborhood where I fly my RC airplanes in the evenings. Dad said, "Yeah! I know you! My
kids come watch you fly all the time!" I replied, "Yeah! I know you, too! Molly took a short
walk up the drainage creek to our neighborhood, and mine's the first house she came to after she
left the wooded creek. She's dirty and a bit tired, but fine." He got my address and said they'd
be right over to get her.
I knelt down with Molly near the end of my driveway...talking
with her, comforting her, and petting her. She relaxed, sat
down, and then lay down just chilling out. I am sure she
understood me when I told her that her family was coming to
get her. Every time I looked down the street for their car, so
did she!
Dad's mother had the two little boys for the day, and she
brought them with her when she came for Molly. The kids rolled down their window and
hollered out..."We know HIM!" Molly jumped up and went to the car. Grandmother got out
and Molly hopped up through the driver's seat to the passenger seat. G'mother thanked me, but
while we talked, Molly got back in the driver's seat and tried to jump down out of the car. G'
mother couldn't get the big dog back to the other seat. So I walked around the car to the
passenger window, which was part way down, and called Molly. She turned around and came
right to me. While G'mother got back in the car, I gave Molly a good face hug, and Molly very
clearly thanked me for helping her and for calling her family to come get her.
G'mother said, "The kids REALLY like your red Jeep!" I replied, "I'm a kid, too...and I like red
Jeeps, too!" She asked, "Could you come over and give the
kids a ride in it some time?" I said, "That could be
arranged." And off they went, everyone waving good-by and
smiling.
This God-sighting happened because families are staying at
home...including me! I've had dogs all of my life, and it was
fun to make a new canine friend...and see some people friends,
too!
Pastor Tom
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GIVING
Although we are not able to gather in person, we can still support Martin Luther's mission by
making our donations by mail or online.
Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting online contributions through Tithe.ly.com.
Anyone can access this new App through the MLLC website www.martinlutherchurch.org.
Just go to the green Giving Option Button on the top right of the opening page! If you need
some assistance, please give Sherry a call. Now you can give, even while we are each selfquarantined in our homes. Tell your friends and family that they can give to MLLC online!!!
And we still accept checks - mail those to
Martin Luther Church
1605 Harbor View Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Martin Luther Church and our missions.

DEVOTIONS WITH THE SC SYNOD
Each weekday at 10:00 a.m. the SC Synod will be bringing you a live Daily
Prayer Gathering on Facebook page and YouTube. They invite you to share your
prayers on those post and know they will be prayed for throughout the day. Please
be sure to like the Facebook page and subscribe to the YouTube channel and hit
the little bell to get notifications of when they post and go live. They will add
them to the play list as soon as possible following the live stream.

MOM’S RUN
Our 17th annual Moms' Run is going VIRTUAL! Honor moms everywhere by supporting a cause that helps
women and their families suffering from postpartum depression and anxiety. Postpartum Support Charleston is
hosting the 17th annual Moms’ Run as a VIRTUAL RUN. Find your favorite neighborhood route, local trail,
lap around your house or make it a treadmill run and let's all join together virtually and raise awareness.

Our annual 5K Moms’ Run is Postpartum Support Charleston’s largest fundraiser, allowing the organization to
further its mission of providing support and resources to women and their families
struggling with maternal mental illnesses (such as depression, anxiety, OCD, and
psychosis during and after pregnancy).
Our race is normally held the Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend, but with the virtual format, we will be hosting the race during National Maternal Mental Health Week
from May 3-9. Anyone can participate in the run/walk. Registration is $20 per person and you will receive a running bib template that you can print out at home to
make the race feel more official. All registration funds will go directly to Postpartum
Support Charleston.
To sign up for the race, visit https://www.ppdsupport.org/events/momsrun2020.
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PRAYERS
Myrl Kluge
Mary and Jack Cooper
Alice Scheld
Bill & Edna Mariorenzi
Joe Sproles
Vicki Becker
Joe Dimauro
Lucille Mullis
Steve Cooper
Mary Katherine Brennan
Fran Lingenfelter
Autumn Young
Trey Crayton
Preston Vinson
Johnny Hallman
John Bischoff
Cyndie Hartsell
Alice Vendrick
Mary Ann Graff
Linda Miller
Joan Riley
Ingeburg Sproles
Betty and Paulwyn Boliek
Cyndie Roumilatt

Elizabeth King Maddox at Rice
Estates in Columbia
Bill McCorkle at Johns Island
Rehab
Melody Alcorn
Paul Bauersfeld
Bill Carter
Polly Sutton
Carl Simmons
Judy Simmons
Todd and Pam Peterson
Jim Swittenberg
Charlie Harris
Mickie White
Judy Alcorn
Bob and Joan Cunningham
Buddy Diffenderfer

Frank Oastwalt
Will Coleman
Terri Dunham
Lynn Nash
Henry Carroll
Maggie Bennett
Ramona Horres
Becky Cook
Carolyn and Linwood
Swittenberg
Mildred Woods
Eugene Alexander
Ned Vendrick
Thomas Soyden
Eliza Cate Volousky
Dwight Hartsell
Wilma McLelland
Chris Prokop
Lisa Player
All those who serve in the military
and those who protect our
country, state, and
communities.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
MAY BIRTHDAYS
Todd Peterson
5/02
Greg Spain
5/03
Bob Spain
5/08
Laura Jordan
5/09
Elizabeth King Maddox
5/13
David Carter
5/19
Nancy Gillette
5/24
Ashley Peterson
5/26
Anniversaries
Vicki & Paul Becker
Tricia & JB Bradley

5/28
5/29

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Connie Gibson
6/03
Jan Clinkscales
6/12
Brooke Dark
6/12
Joe Cockrell
6/13
Buddy Diffenderfer
6/22
Mark Kruger
6/25
Nancy Haynsworth
6/30
Anniversaries
Florence & Wayne Rimer
Kristina & Steve Everman
Pam & Todd Peterson
Janet & Mark Kruger
Lori & Rich Hamill
Mary Lou & Al Hoover
Amanda and Richard Summers

6/04
6/05
6/12
6/14
6/16
6/17
6/24
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10 Creative,
Quarantine-Friendly
Ways to Connect This
Mother's Day
(from Parenting
Magazine)
While it’s so important to stay home and stay safe, that doesn’t mean social distancing is easy. Though you may
love to self-quarantine on a typical Friday night with Netflix and a bowl of popcorn, 24/7 social distancing is an
entirely different story. It can impact your mental health and it can definitely affect your relationships. Whether
you live in a different city, you have a parent who’s immunocompromised, or you have a family of your own, not
being able to give your mom a hug or have her shoulder to cry on can be really hard And so, as Mother’s Day
approaches, you might be asking yourself: How do I make mom feel special at a time like this? We’ve got you
covered with some creative ways to reconnect socially while practicing isolation techniques.
1. Send a silly video - Record a mini clip of you reciting a mini poem about mom, singing her favorite song or
just listing all of her best qualities. Grandmothers love seeing fun videos of their grandkids, so don’t forget to
include them in the script.
2. Do Window Visits - If you live locally, stop by and say hi. Six feet can feel really far, but it's close enough to
say "Happy Mother's Day" in person.
3. Have A Mini Mother's Day Parade - If you and your siblings live near mom or grandma, get everyone to
decorate their cars and schedule a time to drive by her house. Be sure to involve the kids, honk a lot and bring
the fun!
4. Try a Virtual Cooking Class - Does mom/grandma love to cook? Set her up on Zoom and learn how to cook
a family recipe from the master herself.
5. Tour Your Memories - Teach Grandma how to Facetime and walk her through your favorite family photo
book, and ask her to share some pages from her most cherished album.
6. Just Call - Sounds simple, but hearing a loved one's voice when you're isolated can do wonders.
7. Opt for Snail Mail - This might seem like an outdated method of communication, but a handwritten letter is
both sentimental and heartfelt. You can send it by postage or, if you live near enough to your mom, drop it off
on her porch.

8. Sync up your watchlist - If you and your mom have the same taste in movies or TV shows, text each other
and start watching at the same time. After the show is over, give her a call and recap all your favorite scenes
and characters. If you’re binging a season together, plan a time that you will watch episodes, even while
you’re apart.
9. Take a virtual workout class together - For all the fit mother/daughter duos, we recommend that you do
virtual workouts together. There are a lot of subscriptions you can sign up for right now that are cheap. If you
FaceTime each other and set up your screens, you can sweat together!
10. Start a book club - This activity is great because you can involve mom, grandma, siblings and friends to
gather together (virtually) and indulge in some great literature. As you are reading the book separately, you
will feel connected to your group knowing that you will come together via phone call or video call to discuss
your thoughts.
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Memorial Day emerged from the grim shadows of the
American Civil War. Before the close of the war, women
began decorating the graves of soldiers who had died in
that war. The practice quickly spread, and a few years
later May 30, 1868, was designated as Decoration Day —
a day for placing flowers on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers throughout the United States.
In 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial
Day, and soldiers who died in other wars were also
honored. Over the years, it has become a day when all
loved ones who have died — in war and otherwise — are
remembered. In 1971, the United States Congress
declared Memorial Day a national holiday to be observed
annually on the last Monday in May.
On this Memorial Day, remember those who gave their
lives for our country. But also pray for those who
continue serving to keep America free, especially those
who are in harm’s way.

We want to share with you some GOOD
NEWS that occurred at Martin Luther
Church.
Robby Lingenfelter, our Church
Scoutmaster, took on a project today to help
those in need. Robby filled 8 grocery bags
with food, toiletries and paper towels and
gave those to people needing the assistance.
This was such a selfless act. While we are
not asking each of you to do this, please
remember those needy in your prayers and
give what you can.
If you MUST get out of your house for your
sanity, remember the Blessing Box at the
church and those who are hungry. You can
place food in the box for the area needy.
Along with food, they are in need of wipes
(which I know are hard to find), toiletries,
water and other necessities.
Hopefully, we can continue to share GOOD
NEWS when it happens - AND IT WILL!
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