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One Word 
For this month’s newsletter, Sherry asked us for one word that shows where we have seen Jesus at work lately.  
I told her, “You know me, and you know that it’s almost impossible for me to come up with only one word!”  
But I did…and it’s “PERSEVERANCE”. 
 
Of course, then she asked me to go ahead and explore that word a little.  So, here goes. 
 
"Perseverance"  -- Yes, you know it's the name of the new 
NASA Mars Rover that's scheduled to launch around July 
20th.  The name was chosen by Virginia 7th grader Alex 
Mather. He saw that making the Mars Mission successful 
will take “perseverance”…people working together to 
overcome obstacles and survive setbacks.  How right he 
was!  How insightful for a young mind! 
And the Perseverance Rover has a computer chip on board 
with my name, some of your names, and the names of 
many other people on it!  How cool is that!  Our names 
are going to Mars!! 

 
 
Perseverance is the key for that mission, and it’s the key for our faith and our 
church right now. Times are not easy. We have to persevere to get through 
this COVID-19 Crisis. We have to persevere to keep our faith, keep our 
health, keep our commitments to work, family, and God, and keep our sanity 
amidst all of this craziness.  We have to persevere. 
 

 
Good News = We ARE persevering…and we HAVE been!  And God and Jesus are persevering with us!  It’s 
not been easy, but we are not alone in our struggles.  The Holy Spirit is with us each and every day helping us 
persevere and keep going.  He’s with us as we persevere together, keep in contact with each other, support each 
other, encourage each other, and help each other persevere.  We’ve been privileged to see God at work among 
our members helping this happen. 
 
Perseverance brings growth. And as we’ve been persevering, we’ve been growing.  Personal growth is hard to 
see, and is most often seen in hindsight.  We’ve all been growing in new ways, and some we may not see until 
this pandemic is over.  But together with God, we are growing. 
 
Perseverance brings hope. God wants us to persevere. As Rev. Richard Gribble says, “In the end God will 
triumph.  Our task, therefore, is to stay on the road, persevere, and never lose hope.”  
 
Yes, God will be with us as we persevere to Mars.  And more importantly, he will be with us as we persevere 
and get through this pandemic.  God won't give up on us. And we’d better not give up on him…or on each 
other! 
 
May your Persevering be Blessed! 
Pastor Tom  
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We asked Disciples from Martin 
Luther Church and Faith Church 

to share  “One Word” for our 
August Luther Lines.   

Here are the ones we received.   

Thank you to all who have joined 
in this effort to “share our 

stories”.   

Please share your God Sightings  
and Words with us for the next 

Luther Lines. 

 

STRENGTH....our 
family’s strength 
has persevered this 
years challenges 
with Him by our 
side!    Heidi Frear 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PEACE. Judy 
Simmons 

THANKS and 
PRAISE to him 
Every Night!!!!  So 
very many Bible 
verses and quotes 
from others are 
helping me to 
remember HE is 
carrying me/us 
through this.  My 
most recited verse 
is “I can do ALL 
THINGS through 
CHRIST who 
strengthens me!”  
Muriel Bellah 

I believe that GOD 
has given me the 
word “PATIENCE”  
through all of this 
virus mess!!!!  The 
devil is busier than 
ever in 2020 and I 

am SO Very 
Thankful for the 
PATIENCE I know 
GOD gives 
me!!!!!  I pray 
Every Day to feel 
GOD’s PEACE in 
all of this turmoil 
and return 
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My word is GRATEFUL … 
for health, jobs, friends and 
family!  Marybeth Brennan 

 

COMPLETE.   

Adelaide McKeithan 

 

 

 

 

I miss all my HUGS.  It’s 
Sunday and thank goodness I 

heard Pastor Tom but sure 
miss all the smiles and hugs 

from everyone.    Nancy 
Haynsworth 
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I’ve chosen TOGETHER as my WORD. 
 
Although it has been several months since 
we have been able to worship TOGETHER 
in our sanctuary, there are special people 
who are working very hard to keep us 
TOGETHER. 
 
Pastor Tom is keeping us TOGETHER by 
sending his message each week. He has 
become an excellent televangelist, and I do 
enjoy watching and hearing him on my iPad 
or computer. However, I am looking forward 
to one day seeing and hearing him in 
person. 
 
Helena is keeping us TOGETHER by 
sending her beautiful music. 
 
Sherry is keeping us TOGETHER by 
sending the news of our church family. 
 
Marybeth is keeping us TOGETHER by 
sending us pictures with inspirational 
messages. They make me smile - 
especially Snoopy. 
 
The internet has become a special method 
of keeping us TOGETHER. 
 
I miss attending church each Sunday and 
worshiping with my family and friends, but I 
am thankful for these special people. 
Please keep on working hard to keep us 
TOGETHER. 
 
Jerri Snider 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I don’t know if this would classify as “God 
Sighting” but it does classify as “God Aware”. 

Just when I believed that there was no hope 
for our politicians and political parties I 
received 2 letters (asking for money, 
naturally) from the conservative side from 
people who have a lot of experience and 
name recognition. 

Both letters itemize (without any fact 
checking) their hopes that they can bring 
belief in God back to the political arena and 
not be chided and derided for that belief. 

Add to this, one letter reminded me of a TV 
show starring Red Skeleton from around 
1969-70 where he recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the two added words - “under 
God”.  This was when the prayer in schools 
“discussion” first appeared.  I have a copy 
somewhere and it is on YouTube and even 
has a Charlie Daniels Takeoff.  Every time I 
play it, I feel real strong tugs at my heart. 

It is invigorating to me to read that, even if it 
is a campaign program, that belief in God is 
alive and well in politics and that all of the 
nay-sayers have not ruined our beliefs 
completely. (If you would like to read the 
letters sent to Alan, please contact him.) 

Mom also wants me to tell you that she is 
having a blast feeding the squirrels twice a 
day.  The warm feeling she receives from 
attending to God’s nature helps her start 
each new day and end restful and 
contentious days. 

Alan Laughlin 
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One Word – DREAMS 
 
Isaiah 55:8 – “for my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways”   
 
I had so many ‘dreams’ or plans for this 
summer, now everything has been 
turned upside down, inside out, and 
sideways.  Sometimes I get sad or even 
angry that what I had planned, what I 
wanted to do, is now not practical.  God 
has promised us that His plans are for 

us to prosper.  It’s so hard for me to ‘let go and let God’, but He is showing me 
how to do just that.  I love to listen to the lyrics of ‘Trust in You’ by Lauren Daigle 
– it feels as though she’s reading my mind! 
 

Trust In You – by Lauren Daigle 

Letting go of every single dream 
I lay each one down at Your feet 
Every moment of my wandering 
Never changes what You see 
I try to win this war 
I confess, my hands are weary, I need Your rest 
Mighty warrior, king of the fight 
No matter what I face You're by my side 

When You don't move the mountains 
I'm needing You to move 
When You don't part the waters 
I wish I could walk through 
When You don't give the answers 
As I cry out to You 
I will trust, I will trust, I will trust in You 

Truth is, You know what tomorrow brings 
There's not a day ahead You have not seen 
So let all things be my life and breath 
I want what You want Lord and nothing less 

 

Peggy Oxendine 
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ONE WORD—HOPE 

The word I have been clinging to is HOPE.  I 
hope for the day that we can be reunited to 
worship together.  I hope for this COVID-19 
virus to be eradicated.  I hope for those 
suffering with the illness, depression and strife 
of this pandemic to find peace, healing and 
joy.  I hope that we all see a new and better 
world as we struggle to find God’s way.   

Sherry Fowler 

We are urging you to remember 
the Cub Scout Pack 4 Blessing 
Box that is located on the church 
grounds (on Martello Drive).  
There are many people in need 
of any food that they can obtain.  
Help us help those in need.  Non-perishable food items are 
needed as well as toiletries, and paper products. Even 
encouraging notes can bring a smile to a weary soul.   

Books for both adults and children are always welcome in the 
Little Libraries beside the Blessing Box.   

Please give what you can!!!! 

BLESSING BOX 
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THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020 

HOLY COMMUNION IN THE MLLC PARKING LOT 

WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE THIS BLESSING AGAIN IN THE 
DAYTIME AND EVENING HOURS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.   

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS! 
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GIVING 

Each weekday at 10:00 a.m. the SC Synod will be bringing you a 
live Daily Prayer Gathering on Facebook page and YouTube. They 
invite you to share your prayers on those post and know they will be 
prayed for throughout the day. Please be sure to like the Facebook 
page and subscribe to the YouTube channel and hit the little bell to 
get notifications of when they post and go live. They will add them 
to the play list as soon as possible following the live stream. 

DEVOTIONS WITH THE SC SYNOD 

Although we are not able to gather in person, we can still support Martin 
Luther's mission by making our donations by mail or online. 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting online contributions 
through Tithe.ly.com. Anyone can access this new App through the 
MLLC website www.martinlutherchurch.org. Just go to the green Giving 
Option Button on the top right of the opening page! If you need some as-
sistance, please give Sherry a call. Now you can give, even while we are 
each self-quarantined in our homes. Tell your friends and family that they 
can give to MLLC online!!!  

And we still accept checks - mail those to  

Martin Luther Church 

1605 Harbor View Road 

Charleston, SC 29412 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Martin Luther Church and 
our missions.  

We have been so blessed with donations from disciples using online sites 
such as www.tithe.ly.com, VANCO, personal checks  and their personal 
bank’s billpays.  Some disciples have been so generous as to give some of 
their government stimulus checks to help with the finances of the church.  
WE THANK YOU!!!! 

http://www.martinlutherchurch.org
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WAIT ON GOD 

from Charles Stanley 

 

The Reverend Charles Stanley 
suggests these  6 ways (based 
on scripture) as we WAIT ON 
GOD! 

 

1. Patiently. Psalm 25:3 

2. Quietly. Psalm 62:1 

3. Trusting. Psalm 40:1-3. 
Isaiah 26:4 

4. Expectantly. Psalm 27:13 

5. Courageously. Psalm 27:14 

6. Standing on God’s WORD. 
Psalm 130:5 

 

Further Scripture to help us 
WAIT! 

Isaiah 40:28-31 

Matthew 7:7 

1 John 5:14-15 

 

Please send us your prayer 
requests.  Send them via email 
at mllc@knology.net or via 
telephone (843) 795-4855. 

As you send them, please let us 
know if these are “personal” 
prayer concerns (not for the 
community) or public requests 
that we may share! 
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Elizabeth King Maddox at Rice 
Estates in Columbia 

Bill McCorkle at Johns Island 
Rehab 

Barbara Crews 

Paul Bauersfeld 

Bill Carter 

Polly Sutton 

Carl and Judy Simmons 

Todd and Pam Peterson 

Jim Swittenberg 

Charlie Harris     

Mickie White    

Judy Alcorn    

Joan Cunningham    

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack Cooper    

Alice Scheld    

Bill and Edna Mariorenzi    

Joe Sproles    

Vicki Becker  

Les Page 

Joe Dimauro     

Lucille Mullis    

Julie Phifer 

Steve Cooper     

Mary Katherine Brennan     

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Preston Vinson    

Johnny Hallman    

John Bischoff 

Cyndie Hartsell    

Alice Vendrick     

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Joan Riley    

Ingeburg Sproles      

Betty and Paulwyn Boliek 

Cyndie Roumilatt    

Frank Oastwalt      

Will Coleman      

Lynn Nash     

Henry Carroll   

Maggie Bennett     

Ramona Horres  

Becky Cook    

Carolyn and Linwood 
Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Eugene Alexander     

Ned Vendrick 

Thomas Soyden     

Eliza Cate Volousky    

Dwight Hartsell    

Wilma McLelland   

Chris Prokop     

Lisa Player 

All those who serve in the military 
and those who protect our 
communities and country.   

 

 

PRAYERS 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Melody Alcorn  8/03 

Anna-Marie Sanchez 8/04 

Florence Rimer  8/04 

Amy Harmon  8/05 

Dawn Congdon  8/07 

Karen Bauersfeld 8/08 

Nancy Carter  8/12 

Lori Jackson  8/13 

Heidi Frear  8/14 

Jimmy Knight  8/15 

Ben McLaughlin 8/15 

Jon McLaughlin 8/15 

Kathy Swittenberg 8/18 

Abigail Hamill  8/19 

Amanda Summers 8/19 

Bill Mariorenzi  8/21 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Erich Kruger  8/21 

Josh Dark  8/29 

Paul Bauersfeld  8/30 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Janice and Jimmy Knight       8/11 

Patty and Marty Iler         8/18 

Linda and Brandt Armstrong  8/19 

Julie Carter and Bob Spain     8/25 

 

 

 

 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Judy Alcorn  9/2 

Marybeth Brennan 9/4 

Mary Cooper  9/10 

Myrl Kluge  9/13 

Brenda Burke  9/15 

Emily Schroeder 9/16 

Craig Bauersfeld 9/19 

Bill McCorkle  9/19 

Rick Beruf  9/20 

Kathryn Diffenderfer 9/22 

Ann Amos  9/23 

Elizabeth Cockrell 9/23 

Cayla Congdon  9/26 

Wayne Rimer  9/28 

Lynn Shaddrix  9/30 

Pam Arnold  9/30 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Claire & Buddy Diffenderfer 9/10 

Mary & Jack Cooper         9/11 

Mary & Joe Cockrell         9/20 

Nancy & Don Rankin         9/26 
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1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN 

LUTHER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Rick Beruf 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      
Richard Fowler 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Vacant 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  

WWW . M ARTINLU THERCHU RCH . ORG  

INSIDE  TH IS  IS SUE :  

PASTOR ’S  

PONDERING 

2 

GOD S IGHTINGS 3 

SC SYNOD ASSEMBLY 6 

G IVIGN  8 

PRAYERS 9 

FATHER ’S DAY 10 

POEMS 11 


