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WE have the Good News! 

In Tom Wilson’s cartoon, Ziggy, the character always seems to be struggling with his place in life. With a round 
face and oversized nose, Ziggy is drawn purposely bland to be the caricature of every man and woman who is 
perplexed by life.  

In one-episode Ziggy is looking at us with both elbows on a table and his chin resting in the palms of both of his 
hands. He has a very sad look on his face.  His thoughts that are printed in the cartoon bubble say, “Sometimes, I 
think the world may be out to get me!...But other times…I’m sure of it!!”  

It’s very likely that all of us are feeling that way now...that COVID-19’s out to get us!     The world is 
responding to the coronavirus pandemic. The situation is fluid and changes frequently.  The news is, at times, 
conflicting. Events of all kinds are cancelled, public gatherings banned, and restaurants closed.  Most churches 
are cancelling worship services and other activities.  Many people have been laid off, and the economy has 
suffered a tremendous hit. Every person and family in our nation…and really, in the world…has been affected!  

+ 

But in the midst of this crisis, there is good news.  WE have the good news!   

Rev. Tom Willadsen observes:  “What has been ‘routine worship’ for years has been upended by this health crisis. The church 
is in a unique place to demonstrate a measured, health-based response while continuing to witness to the good news of Jesus 
Christ, and offer the only antidote to fear known to humanity: love.” 

A good friend of mine, Kevin Alford of Beyond Wealth, Inc, gives a beautiful and timely image parallel.  He says:  
“I see us living in Holy Saturday.  Jesus was crucified on Good Friday, and everything was turned upside down. The future, for 
the disciples and his other followers, was completely uncertain.  On Easter Sunday, he rose again, and then everything returned 
to normal…or, at least, a new normal with an exciting future. With the COVID-19, we are living on Holy Saturday.  We know 
God will bring it to an end, and we will have a new normal with an exciting future. But for now, we just don’t know when or 
exactly how that will happen.” 

 

Thanks, Kevin!  What a powerful image parallel.  God IS in control!  
COVID-19 will die! We WILL get through this!  And as we approach our 
Easter Celebrations, in whatever new form they will be, we are reminded 
that Easter Sunday put an end to Good Friday’s horror and Holy 
Saturday’s depression and anxiety.  God’s love is stronger than our fear!  
That’s the good news which we, as Christians…and as our Living Lord’s 
Church…can proclaim to a frightened and anxious world.   

We may think that “the world is out to get us”. But God and his love will 
see us through! 

Blessings on the end of your Lenten Journeys and your Easter Celebrations, 

Pastor Tom  
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THIS LETTER WENT TO ALL DISCIPLES OF MARTIN LUTHER CHURCH AND 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH ON MARCH 16, 2020. 

We talked at both churches about the COVID-19 virus threat and the possibility 
that we might need to suspend church services and other activities for a 
while. This morning in conversations with both church council presidents and 
our Martin Luther Church Director of Congregational Ministries, the decision has 
been made to do just that.  

 

In Summary: 

* Sunday Morning worship services are suspended till after April 1st  

* Wednesday Lenten services are suspended till after April 1st  

* Martin Luther Church Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for April 4th will be 
rescheduled  

* Faith Church Palm Sunday Anniversary celebration and Easter Egg Hunt will be 
rescheduled 

* Martin Luther Church Thursday Bible Study is suspended till after April 1st  

* Martin Luther Church Grief Group is suspended till a later date 

* Martin Luther Church Respite Care Charleston groups are suspended till after 
April 1st  

 

NOTE: April 1st is a target date. All of the above church activities will be examined 
then and determinations about the advisability of resuming or postponing 
further will be made then.  

Scripture readings for Sundays will be sent by email along with my sermons. My 
“Your Nail” meditations will be emailed on Wednesdays to help us all continue 
our Lenten Journeys. We can keep in contact by telephone, text, email, and 
prayer.  

This is, as others have stated, a time of unprecedented global change. If it feels 
challenging, that’s because it is challenging! As church leaders, we want to be 
proactive and deal with this in a preventative way. We don’t want to panic people, 
but it would be irresponsible to not take this threat seriously.  

If you have any concerns, questions, prayer requests, etc that you need to contact 
us about, please call or text Pastor Tom at (843) 469-3630 or Sherry at (843) 442-
3593. 

God is still in control…never forget that! In Jeremiah 29:11 we see his promise: “For 
surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope.” Nothing can stop God…not even this global virus 
pandemic. Our Lord will see us through this event, and we will enjoy the relief and 
celebration when it has passed. Until then, we trust in God, support each other as we 
can, and wholeheartedly pray unceasingly.  

Blessings,  Pastor Tom 
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Although we are not able to gather in person, we can still support Martin Luther's mission 
by making our donations by mail or online. 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting online contributions through Tithe.ly.com. 
Anyone can access this new App through the MLLC website www.martinlutherchurch.org. 
Just go to the green Giving Option Button on the top right of the opening page! If you 
need some assistance, please give Sherry a call. Now you can give, even while we are 
each self-quarantined in our homes. Tell your friends and family that they can give to 
MLLC online!!!  
 

And we still accept checks - mail those to  

Martin Luther Church 

1605 Harbor View Road 

Charleston, SC 29412 

 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Martin Luther Church and our missions.  

GIVING 

SC Synod Daily Prayer Gatherings 
Each weekday at 10:00 a.m. the SC Synod will be bringing you a live Daily Prayer Gathering on 
Facebook page and YouTube. They invite you to share your prayers on those post and know they will be 
prayed for throughout the day. Please be sure to like the Facebook page and subscribe to the YouTube 
channel and hit the little bell to get notifications of when they post and go live. They will add them to the 
play list as soon as possible following the live stream. 

Easter is a moveable feast, falling any time between March 22 and April 25 on the 
Gregorian calendar. At a meeting of bishops in 325 A.D., Easter Sunday was set as 
the first Sunday after the first full moon following the northern hemisphere’s vernal 
equinox. (Though the equinox can fall on March 19, 20 or 21, the church fixed 
March 21 as this date.)  

Over the years, branches of the church differed on the precise date for Easter, finally 
reaching agreement in the late 700s. Since 1582, however, when the Western Church adopted the 
Gregorian calendar while the Eastern Church retained the Julian one, the timing of Easter has sometimes 
varied between the two.  

Such computations are interesting but pale in light of the ultimate assurance that for Christians, every day 
is truly Easter. Christ’s tomb is empty! Jesus defeated death! Whenever we worship, we celebrate 
resurrection. Date-bound by earthly calendars, the Feast of the Resurrection, by heaven’s rendering, is 
eternal.  

DEVOTIONS WITH THE SC SYNOD 

http://www.martinlutherchurch.org
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Elizabeth King 
Maddox at Rice 
Estates in Columbia 

Bill McCorkle at 
Johns Island Rehab 

Bill Carter 

Jim Swittenberg 

Polly Sutton 

Carl Simmons 

Judy Simmons 

Todd and Pam 
Peterson 

Jim Swittenberg 

Charlie Harris     

Mickie White    

Judy Alcorn    

Bob and Joan 
Cunningham    

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack 
Cooper    

Alice Scheld    

Bill & Edna 
Mariorenzi    

Joe Sproles    

Vicki Becker    

Joe Dimauro     

Lucille Mullis    

Steve Cooper     

Mary Katherine 
Brennan     

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Preston Vinson    

Johnny Hallman    

John Bischoff 

Cyndie Hartsell    

Alice Vendrick     

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Joan Riley    

Ingeburg Sproles      

Betty and Paulwyn 
Boliek 

Cyndie Roumilatt    

Frank Oastwalt      

Will Coleman      

Terri Dunham 

Lynn Nash     

Henry Carroll   

Maggie Bennett     

Ramona Horres 

Sherry Cook    

Becky Cook    

Carolyn and Linwood 
Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Eugene Alexander     

Ned Vendrick 

Thomas Soyden     

Eliza Cate Volousky    

Dwight Hartsell    

Wilma McLelland   

Chris Prokop     

Lisa Player 

 

All those who serve in 
the military and 
those who protect 
our country, state, 
and communities.   

 

 

PRAYERS 
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Isaiah 50:4-9a  

The servant of the LORD submits to 
suffering 

Psalm 31:9-16  

Into your hands, O LORD, I com-
mend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)  

Philippians 2:5-11  

Humbled to the point of death on a 
cross 

Matthew 26:14--27:66  

The passion of the Lord 

READINGS FOR PALM SUNDAY 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/2090
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/2090
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/2090
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-5/2090
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READINGS FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14  
The passover of the LORD 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. (Ps. 116:13)  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  

Proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

The service of Christ: footwashing and meal 

READINGS FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 
Isaiah 52:13--53:12  
The suffering servant 

Psalm 22  
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Ps. 22:1)  

Hebrews 10:16-25  

The way to God is opened by Jesus’ death 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (alternate) 

Jesus is our merciful high priest 

John 18:1--19:42  

The passion and death of Christ 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-9/2094
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-9/2094
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-9/2094
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-9/2094
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-10/2095
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-10/2095
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-10/2095
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-10/2095
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-10/2095
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READINGS FOR EASTER SUNDAY 
 
Acts 10:34-43  
God raised Jesus on the third day 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)  

Colossians 3:1-4  

Raised with Christ to seek the higher things 

Matthew 28:1-10  

Proclaim the resurrection 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/2097
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/2097
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/2097
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-4-12/2097
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1. I was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, under the 
watchful eyes of my young 
granddaughter, as I'd done many 
times before. After I applied my 
lipstick and started to leave, the little 
one said, "But Grandma, you forgot 
to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" I 
will probably never put lipstick on 
again without thinking about kissing 
the toilet paper good-bye.... 

 

2. My young grandson called the 
other day to wish me Happy 
Birthday. He asked me how old I 
was, and I told him, 72. My grandson 
was quiet for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you start 
at 1?" 

 

3. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother 
changed into old slacks and a droopy blouse and 
proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the children 
getting more and more rambunctious, her patience grew 
thin.   Finally, she threw a towel around her head and 
stormed into their room, putting them back to bed with 
stern warnings. As she left the room, she heard the three-
year-old say with a trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 

4. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what 
her own childhood was like. "We used to skate outside on 
a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a tree 
in our front yard. We rode our pony. We picked wild 
raspberries in the woods." The little girl was wide-eyed, 
taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to 
know you sooner!" 

 

5. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, 
"Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?" I 
mentally polished my halo and I said, "No, how are we 
alike?'' "You're both old," he replied. 

 

6. A little girl was diligently pounding away on her 
grandfather's word processor. She told him she was 
writing a story. "What's it about?" he asked.  "I don't know," 
she replied. "I can't read." 

 

7. I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colors 
yet, so I decided to test her. I would point out something 
and ask what color it was. She would tell me and was 
always correct. It was fun for me, so I continued. At last, 
she headed for the door, saying, "Grandma, I really think 
you should try to figure out some of these colors yourself!" 

HOW GRANDCHILDREN PERCEIVE THEIR GRANDPARENTS 

8. When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation 
cabin, we kept the lights off until we 
were inside to keep from attracting 
pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies 
followed us in. Noticing them before I 
did, Billy whispered, "It's no use 
Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are 
coming after us with flashlights." 

 

9. When my grandson asked me how 
old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not 
sure." "Look in your underwear, 
Grandpa," he advised "Mine says I'm 4 
to 6."  (WOW! I really like this one -- it 
says I'm only '38'!) 

 

10. A second grader came home from school and said to 
her grandmother, "Grandma, guess what? We learned how 
to make babies today." The grandmother, more than a little 
surprised, tried to keep her cool. "That's interesting."  she 
said. "How do you make babies?" "It's simple," replied the 
girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'." 

 

11. Children's Logic: "Give me a sentence about a public 
servant," said a teacher. The small boy wrote: "The fireman 
came down the ladder pregnant."  The teacher took the lad 
aside to correct him. "Don't you know what pregnant 
means?" she asked. "Sure," said the young boy 
confidently. 'It means carrying a child." 

 

12. A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their 
home one day when a fire truck zoomed past. Sitting in the 
front seat of the fire truck was a Dalmatian dog. The 
children started discussing the dog's duties. "They use him 
to keep crowds back," said one child. "No," said another. 
"He's just for good luck." A third child brought the argument 
to a close. “They use the dogs," she said firmly, "to find the 
fire hydrants." 

 

13. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," 
he said, "she lives at the airport, and whenever we want 
her, we just go get her. Then, when we're done having her 
visit, we take her back to the airport." 

 

14. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me 
good things, but I don't get to see him enough to get as 
smart as him! 

15. My Grandparents are funny, when they bend over, you 
hear gas leaks and they blame their dog. 

Thanks to Joyce Guffin for these funnies! 
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April Fools’ Day isn’t a religious holiday, 
though it may date to Pope Gregory XIII 
and his new calendar. In 1582, he shifted 
New Year’s Day from April to January, 
and people who didn’t believe the change 
were called April fools.  

 
April Fools’ Day may also be connected 
to the lightheartedness that comes with 
warmer weather, as well as to medieval 
Christian festivals that involved pranks, 
disguises and a temporarily inverted 
social order.  

 
Yet, in Scripture, such reversal 
characterizes the kingdom of God. In 1 
Corinthians 1:18-25, St. Paul writes that 
the gospel seems foolish to people who 
don’t know Christ, that God uses the 
“foolishness of our proclamation” to offer 
salvation to all and that God’s foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom. Jesus 
“foolishly” inverted the social order, 
saying the last will be first and the first, 
last.  

 
So if on April 1 — and every day — we 
live as “fools for 
Christ,” we’re 
precisely what 
he calls us to 
be!  

APRIL FOOLS 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-
1945) was born in Germany to 
parents who rarely took their 
children to church. When, at 
age 14, he declared his intent 
to become a theologian and 
pastor, his parents were dismayed. 
According to Mark Devine in Bonhoeffer 
Speaks Today, Dietrich’s brother called 
the church a “poor, feeble, boring, petty, 
bourgeois institution” — to which 
Dietrich replied, “If what you say is true, 
I shall reform it!”  

 
At 21, Bonhoeffer earned a doctorate in 
theology. Too young for ordination, he 
attended Union Theological Seminary in 
New York and gained sympathy for 
oppressed people. Bonhoeffer returned 
to Germany and was ordained at age 
25.  
 
Opposed to Hitler’s rule from its start, 
Bonhoeffer helped form the Confessing 
Church in resistance to Nazi 
persecution of Jews. He was arrested in 
1943 and hanged in April 1945, only 
weeks before Germany’s surrender.  

 
Shortly before his death, Bonhoeffer 
famously declared: “This is the end — 

BONHOEFFER 

Nails symbolize Jesus’ passion and suffering because they 
were used at his Crucifixion. They are often depicted in 
groups of three because two nails were used to secure 
Jesus’ hands, and a third was used to secure his feet. 
Three nails are also used to identify Jesus as a member of 
the Holy Trinity.  
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS 

Ashley Harris Wright  4/3 

Matthew Harris  4/4 

Tricia Bradley   4/6 

Mary Lou Hoover  4/12 

DJ Watts   4/13 

Bill Carter   4/15 

Morgan Gillette  4/16 

Ned Balzano   4/18 

Noah Hodges   4/18 

Luke Rimer   4/21 

Leslie Carter   4/23 

Vicki Becker   4/26 

Lori Hamill   4/27 

Julie Carter   4/28 

Shannon Lines   4/30 

Jerri Snider   4/30 

Torren Thomas  4/30 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Sherry & Richard Fowler 4/7 

Barbara & Andy Young 4/21 

Laura & Eddie Jordan  4/23 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 

Todd Peterson   5/ 2 

Greg Spain   5/ 3 

Bob Spain   5/ 8 

Laura Jordan   5/ 9 

Elizabeth King Maddox 5/ 13 

David Carter   5/ 19 

Nancy Gillette   5/ 24 

Ashley Peterson  5/ 26 

 

Anniversaries 

 

Vicki & Paul Becker  5/ 28 

Tricia & JB Bradley  5/ 29 



LUTHER L INES PAGE 12 

 

 

1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN 

LUTHER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Rick Beruf 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      
Richard Fowler 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Vacant 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 
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