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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

• Martin Luther Church is the 
only ELCA Congregation on 
James Island 

• Martin Luther Church was 
organized on February 5, 
1961. 

• 273 Disciples call Martin 
Luther Church their home 
church. 

• Eight Pastors have shepherded 
Martin Luther disciples since its 
organization. 
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Love and Prayer 
The focus of this February issue of our newsletter is “Love and Prayer”.   

1.) LOVE.  God is Love.  God gives us Love…and love we have to share with others!  

1 John 4:9-16, 19 
9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  
 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe 
the love that God has for us.  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them. 19We love because he first loved us. 
 

Sherry says: “God has blessed us with so many wonderful people, things and joys.”   

That’s why God gives them to us.  He wants to bless us with them.  And God wants us to appreciate 
and love the people, things, and joys he gives us, and for us to feel appreciated and loved by and 
through them. This is, of course, especially true about the people whom God gives us to love! What 
wonderful gifts from God they are!  
 

2.) PRAYER.  God gives us prayer. Jesus taught us how to pray.  

1 Thess. 5:16-18                    
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
 

Presbyterian Minister Rev. Peter Marshall, who served as Chaplain for our United States Senate, once 
began a Senate session with this prayer:  "O Lord, forgive us for thinking that prayer is a waste of time, 
and help us to see that without prayer our work is a waste of time." 

Swiss Protestant theologian Karl Barth advised: “To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an 
uprising against the disorder of the world.” 

Both of these are true!  With all of the disorder that our world 
is in right now, pray often! 

Every day, look for all of the blessings God is giving you.  
Keep talking with God and thanking him for his blessings.  
Pray that God will love and bless others through you! 
 

Love to Pray!…and Pray to Love!   

Blessings,  Pastor Tom 



 

MARTIN LUTHER CHURCH  HAS BEGUN  

A NEW MINISTRY IN 2021.  

 

A LIVESTREAM OF THE 9:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICE FROM THE MLLC 
SANCTUARY IS NOW ON THE AIRWAVES.    

 

PREPARE YOUR COMPUTERS, MONITORS AND TVS FOR OUR NEW 
LIVESTREAM EACH SUNDAY AT 9:00 AM.  

 

WATCH FOR THE YOUTUBE LINK IN YOUR EMAILS EACH WEEK, HAVE 
YOUR CANDLE NEARBY TO LIGHT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SERVICE 

AND HAVE YOUR HOLY COMMUNION KITS (which are available in the plastic 
bin at the front door of MLLC) AVAILABLE WHEN IT COMES TIME FOR THE 

HOLY COMMUNION.  

 

THE LIVESTREAM FROM FAITH LUTHERAN WILL STILL BE MADE 
AVAILABLE AT 11:00 AM EACH SUNDAY MORNING.  

 

WE WILL NEED LESSON 
AND PRAYER READERS 

EACH SUNDAY SO IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO COME IN 

AND MAKE THESE 
OFFERINGS, PLEASE LET 

SHERRY KNOW. THERE WILL 
BE NO MORE THAN 5 

PEOPLE IN THE SANCTUARY 
AT ANY RECORDING TIME.  
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MUSIC NOTES 

Can you believe it has been 15 years since our “new” hymnal, ELW, was 
published? Well, almost 15 years.  It was first printed in October, 2006.  I 
have had so much fun learning the new hymns and musical settings of the 
liturgy found in this resource!   ELW was developed thoughtfully and with 
great care to preserve our rich musical heritage, while incorporating many 
styles and cultures of worship.  But ELW does not have the last word (or 
song!) so to speak!  

 

I am really happy to share that a new supplement to the 
ELW has been published called “All Creation Sings”.  We 
are in an age of prolific hymn writing, even prior to our days 
of quarantine!  I give thanks to God for His creative spirit, 
expressed through the texts and tunes of this new resource 
and the artists who wrote them.   

 

We will be incorporating “new” songs into our worship and 
hope that you will follow the words from your bulletins.  My prayer is that 
you find meaning in the music offered, a connection to God’s Holy Word, 
and personal inspiration to “Sing to the Lord a new song! (Psalm 96:1) 

 

Like you, I miss meeting together and singing in worship.  I look forward to 
the day when we can lift our voices together in praise of our awesome God!  

 

   Blessings!  

   Gina 

   843 737 2113 

   Ginashuey@gmail.com 

mailto:Ginashuey@gmail.com


I wish to Thank All of you for your cards, calls and 
prayers during the time I am recovering from 
breaking my hip. Every day brings me closer to 

being well again♥  My plan is to be more 
appreciative of all the Blessings I have!!!! It is Very 
True that you don’t know what you have till it’s 
gone!!!! Getting dressed and putting on socks are a 

very good example    

I LOVE YOU ALL    ♥️♥️Muriel Bellah  

 

Even though Covid has shut 
everything down, my family 
has still been able to be 
together safely and we are so 
grateful to God. 

Myself, my mom and my 
sister were all able to spend 

Christmas out in Portland with Haley.  God 
provided us with safe travels, no one got sick, 
and we were able to enjoy some quality time 
just in company as everything was shut down. 

My sister also was able to fly in to celebrate 
my Mom's 80th birthday.  Again, everyone 
had safe travels and none of us got sick. 

Haley was also able to visit here in November 
with safe travels and no one got sick.   

We are so blessed to have had this time as a 
family, as we never know when it might be 
the last time we are together.   

I am also blessed to have all of my church 
family in my life.  My heart is broken for the 
ones we lost, but we know they are in a better 
place and will be in our hearts forever. 

I miss you all, and pray for the day that we 
can all see each other every Sunday!!!  Kathy 
Swittenberg 

LOVE AND PRAYERS 
MELODY ALCORN—My blessings have 
been many.  Mom is home and healing..  I 
am healthy.  My church family, especially, 
Pastor Tom, Sherry Fowler, and Pam and 
Todd Peterson have been right there with 
me.  My brother, Tom Alcorn and his 
wife, Tracy Haney, have also helped me 
during my recovery.  GOD IS SO 
GOOD TO ME!  AMEN! 

 

I would like to share some of 
my blessings.  First, to thank 
God for keeping all of my 
family safe through out this 
past year from the COVID 
virus. 

Second, I will truly treasure my time 
while in the E.R. with Nancy Rankin, 
while we reminisced about our friendship 
over the last 50 years.  We had so many 
special memories involving kids, 
traveling and our time sharing the fun at 
Martin Luther Church. 

My third, my weekly phone 
conversations with some of our shut in 
members of MLLC.  What a blessing to 
be part of that group.  Thanks to Pastor 
and Sherry for your support of my 
blessings.        Marylou Hoover 

LUTHER L INES PAGE 5 



LUTHER L INES PAGE 6 

A Boy and his Bubble Shooter 

From an article by Sherry Fowler 

“AMBER (her daughter) and Grandsons ELI and COLIN and I went to the SC Aquarium by 
appointment on Monday, January 18, 2021.  We had a wonderful time looking at all of God’s 
critters and creation.   

  

At the end of our tour…we stopped by the gift shop to get a small “treat”.    

COLIN chose a BUBBLE  SHOOTER…and Eli chose a Shark Tooth necklace.   

 
Before we left the Aquarium, Colin wanted his bubble shooter assembled.   When we went 
OUTSIDE he began “shooting bubbles” everywhere!   Of course this brought the 4 year old so 
much joy!  And it also brought joy to the other people there.  We heard laughter --and one lady 
even TOLD us that the bubbles made her so happy!  Colin was a happy boy!  

 
After we left the Aquarium, we had to make a repair pickup at a local car dealership.  Colin 
AGAIN used his bubble shooter and sent bubbles out the car window.  The gentlemen at the car 
dealership were giving him big thumbs up!!!  We could tell that they were enjoying this little 
boy’s happiness!   

  

Sherry SAYS: “It’s amazing how much JOY simple bubbles from a 4 
year old can be. I’m sure GOD was enjoying the bubbles too!”      

4-year old COLIN  WEAKLEY did NOT use WORDS to share 
God’s LOVE and JOY recently. 

HE used …a “BUBBLE  SHOOTER”…and a “SMILE”! 

How COOL is THAT!     

Can WE… LEARN from Colin’s EXAMPLE?       



Journey Through Lent 
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This article first appeared in Living Lutheran’s January/February 2021 issue.  Used with permission@ ELCA  

Written by Kimberly Knowle-Zeller 
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NEWS FOR  
Bring Your Bottles 

The Cub Scout Pack 4 is not 
meeting at this time  When 
they return to meeting it will 
be each Monday evening at 
6:30 PM.    We love our Scouts!  

ELKS BPO Drove # 231 is collecting 

empty prescription bottles.  Bring 

your empty bottles to the church 

office any morning.  Please remember 

to remove all labels.  These bottles will 

be donated to local animal shelters.   

RESPITE CARE CHARLESTON 

CUB SCOUTS 

Upcoming Respite Care 
Charleston Support Group 
Meetings at MLLC— 

Feb.2, 9, 16 and 23 at 10 AM—
Tuesday Morning Respite 
Group  

Feb. 9 and 23 at 6 PM—
Tuesday Support Group 

Feb. 10 and 24 at 10 AM—
Wednesday Support Group 

Feb. 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 10 
AM—Friday Morning 
Respite Group 

If you know of anyone who 
might benefit from any of these 
groups, please invite them to 
join us! 

Sara Perry 

Executive Director RCC 

843 647-7405 

BLESSING OTHERS 

The Cub Scouts have 
designed and mounted a 
Blessings Box to assist 
the hungry in our midst.  
They encourage all to 
take what you need and 
give what you are able.  
Along with the Blessings 
Box, two “Little 
Libraries” have been 
mounted beside the 
Blessings Box.  One 
library is for children’s 
books and one is for 
adult readers.   



 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting online contributions through 
Tithe.ly.com. 

Anyone can access this new App through the MLLC website 
www.martinlutherchurch.org. Just go to  the green Giving Option 
Button on the opening page!  If you need some assistance, please give 
Sherry a call in the church office!  Now you can give, even when you are 
out of town!!!  Tell your friends and family that they can give to MLLC 
online!!! 

ONLINE GIVING 

YOU TO KNOW 
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VETERAN MINISTRY 

LENT 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17.  We will be 
sending out special Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday 
information and will make available an Ash Wednesday 
Livestream.  Watch for a new idea to enhance your 
prayer life during Lent.  Easter 2021 is on Sunday, April 4.   

Do you know a veteran or a military family in need?   

       Education…  Housing…  Health Benefits…  Basic Needs…  Assistance…  Employment… 
Homelessness…  Peer Support…  Financial Crisis Management 

Please contact or refer them to: 

Tri-County Veterans Support Network 
843-276-2840 

www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org  

http://www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.org
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WELCA at Martin Luther Church has been inactive for some years now.  Since so little has been done with the 
funds that we had on hand, it was suggested and approved to donate our funds to charities.  There has been 
tremendous need for funds to help charities within our local area and throughout the state due to the pandemic that 
we thought this was a great time to help.  Thanks to all for being part of WELCA's success over the years with the 
Fall Sales, memorial funds and offerings.  We were blessed to have a loving and supportive congregation.  WELCA 
is honored to donate our funds to the following charities so that they may continue their ministries and serve those in 
need. 

 

$400.00 

James Island Outreach 

Tricounty Family Ministries 

Low Country Food Bank 

 

$300.00 

Tricounty Veterans Support Network 

My Sister’s House 

MLLC Youth Program 

 

$200.00 

Postpartum Support Charleston 

Florence Crittenton Program of SC 

Respite Care Charleston 

Teacher’s Supply Closet 

South Carolina WELCA 

 

$100.00 

MLLC Bridge Church Fund 

Abundancia (First Latino mission located in Columbia SC area) 

Cub Scout Pack 4 

 

$50.00 

HALOS  

MLLC Emergency Fund 

 

Connie Gibson 

WELCA 
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Greetings on this new year and new beginning! 
 

“Listen carefully, I am about to do a new thing, 
Now it will spring forth; 
Will you not be aware of it? 
I will even put a road in the wilderness, 
Rivers in the desert. 

 
   Isaiah 43:19 
 
2020 is behind us, and what a year it was!  Council members are working on their end of the 
year reports and putting in some personal reflections from the past year.  Although we were 
not able to safely gather together for worship most of the year, council still met (via confer-
ence calls) and online worship services were held along with updates on news from the 
church office via emails. 
 
We did not hold our semi-annual congregational meeting in November – when we would 
have reviewed the proposed budget from council for 2021.  At this time, we are currently 
working under the same guidelines as the 2020 budget until we can work out a meeting ei-
ther in person or by teleconference to review a couple of minor proposed changes to the 
2020 budget. 
 
2020 was a difficult year for many of our members and our prayers are with this congregation 
for comfort and healing.  We have been blessed with financial gifts in the past that have al-
lowed our ministries to continue out to our community – and, we are still in good shape.  We 
are thankful and appreciative to all who give of their time, money, and prayers for the mission 
of Martin Luther Lutheran Church.  At the close of 2020, our regular monthly expenses ex-
ceeded our regular plate offerings by approximately $15,000.  Given the state of the pandem-
ic, this was not unexpected; and we were able to cover the shortage.   
 
Please continue to keep this church and congregation in your prayers.  May the Lord bless us, 
bless our ministries and shine a light on our path forward in 2021. 
 
Peggy Oxendine 

Congregational Council Update 
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FROM THE SC LUTHERAN—A PUBLICATION OF THE SC SYNOD ELCA 
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The family of Nancy 

Rankin at her death on 
Jan. 8  

The family of Bill 
McCorkle at his death 
on Jan. 20 

The family of Mary 
Katherine Brennan at 
her death on Jan. 22 

Elizabeth King Maddox 
at Rice Estates in 
Columbia 

Janice Knight 

Joan Cunningham    

Polly Sutton 

Anna Harmon 

Ralph Shrivalle 

Barbara Crews 

Todd Peterson 

Mickie White    

Melody Alcorn 

Judy Alcorn    

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Carl and Judy Simmons     

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack Cooper    

Bill & Edna Mariorenzi    

Alice Scheld    

Joe Sproles    

Vicki Becker    

Sean Fowler 

 

Muriel Bellah 

Lucille Mullis    

Michele Wallis 

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Preston Vinson     

Johnny Hallman    

John Bischoff 

Cyndie Hartsell   

Alice Vendrick    

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Ingeburg Sproles    

Betty and Paulwyn Boliek    

Frank Oastwalt 

Will Coleman      

Lynn Nash     

Maggie Bennett     

Ramona Horres 

Becky Cook    

Sherry Cook    

Carolyn and Linwood 
Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Eugene Alexander     

Ned Vendrick    

Darby Kress 

Thomas Soyden     

Eliza Cate Volousky    

Dwight Hartsell    

Wilma McLelland    

Lisa Player     

Mark Danehey    

Lisa Galary 

Larry Alexander    

Paige Osbon      

Alissa Baker      

Randy Oxendine 

Michael Burke    

Rose Burke    

Rafael del Valle    

Michele Miller 

All those suffering with 
the COVID-19 virus. 

 

All those who serve in the 
military and those who 
protect our country, 
state, and communities.   

 

Holy God, your beauty 
shines forth from the 
manger and your love 
flows from the cross. As 
you gather us around 
these signs of your love 
come among us, warm us 
to extend your care 
among the hungry and 
all in need. In Jesus’ 
name we pray.  Amen.  

PRAYERS 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Janice Knight  2/02 

Adelaide McKeithan 2/07 

Susan Sykes  2/08 

Matt Rimer  2/09 

Melena Snider  2/10 

Scott McLaughlin 2/15 

Sean Fowler  2/20 

Mikalynn Burke 2/21 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Mary Beth & Jim Brennan  2/14 

Karen & Paul Bauersfeld  2/18 

 

 

Judy Simmons   3 / 26 

Richard Fowler  3 / 27 

Kyle Ake   3 / 28 

Pam Harris   3 / 28 

McCulloch Hoxie  3 / 29 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Linda & Joe Sproles   3/1 

Lori Nolan & Robert Jackson   3/29 

BIRTHDAYS 

Gary Frear   3 / 5 

Will Waters   3 / 7 

Linda Armstrong  3 / 8 

Austin Ake   3 / 9 

Mark Kruger, Jr.  3 / 11 

Denice Mondello  3 / 12 

Elisabeth Diffenderfer  3 / 19 

Amber Weakley  3 / 20 

David Whittaker  3 / 22 

Tom Cassem   3 / 26 

Becca Spain   3 / 26 



1605 Harbor View Road 
Charleston, SC  29412 

843 795-4855 
Email: mllc@knology.net 

MARTIN LUTHER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Nancy Haynsworth 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      

Vacant 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Gina Shuey 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 

Property Team Leader— 

Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 

STAFF AND CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  

WWW . M ARTINLU THERCHU RCH . ORG  

Council Members 
serve two year 
terms with the 

exception of the 
youth members, 

serving a one year 
term. 


