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S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :
•

Martin Luther Church is the
only ELCA Congregation on
James Island

•

Martin Luther Church was
organized on February 5,
1961.

•

273 Disciples call Martin
Luther Church their home
church.

•

Eight Pastors have shepherded
Martin Luther disciples since its
organization.
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Leap of Faith
There is a scene in the movie, Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, when the intrepid archaeologist/adventurer is
on a quest to find the Holy Grail -- the cup with which Christ served Holy Communion
to his disciples during his Last Supper Jewish Passover Seder.
Indiana Jones comes to the edge of a huge and yawning chasm. He stops his forward
progress just in the nick of time, and teeters there, about to fall in. Then he rights
himself, and surveys his situation. He stands at the chasm’s edge under a lion’s head
carved out of the rock. He can't go back; danger lurks there, and he must get to the
chamber where the grail is. Yet it seems just as impossible to go forward, for that would
mean certain death.
Jones looks again at his father’s Grail Diary. He has successfully passed two challenges using its sage advice.
Now he looks at the third saying which reads:
The Path of God - "Only in the leap from the lion's head will he prove his worth"
Jones realizes that going forward on a path he cannot see
requires a real leap of faith. He takes that leap, and instead of
falling thousands of feet down into the chasm, his foot lands on
something solid. Looking down, he can now see a rock
footbridge which before was invisible! He walks over the
bridge and into the chamber where he successfully finds the
Holy Grail.
+

+

+

+

+

That's not a bad image for the transitional times of life: the passages from one stage to another. Often in our
lives, the path ahead seems invisible. We don’t know exactly which way to go…or if there even is a way.
And there are some dangerous chasms out there!
But where there seems to be no discernible road ahead, God reveals one! And often it takes a “leap of faith” to
find it and walk it.
And together, we are a church…a family of God. Often in our church’s life and ministry, the path ahead
seems invisible. We don’t know exactly which way to go, what ministries God wants us to be doing, or
exactly how we are called to care for our community and walk with God in it.
But God is leading us and he reveals the roads we are to travel together…not always at the beginning…but
along the way. Often it takes a “leap of faith” to find them and walk them. He calls us to just trust him and
walk with him together.
Oh…and…I don’t know that you will find the Holy Grail on your journey. But you’ll be walking with Jesus.
And it doesn’t get any better than that!
Blessings,
Pastor Tom
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P AGE 3

The Witting Tree
Martin Luther Church and Faith Lutheran Church are participating in a
project sponsored by the
TCVSN Spiritual Support Outpost Network.

This project is called
“The Veteran Suicide Awareness Tree” or
THE WITTING TREE.
November 1st – 11th, 2019
The Witting Tree is a silent, faith-filled witness observed each day for
eleven days, from

November 1 through November 11 (Veterans Day).
The term “witting” means to be cognizant, deliberate, and aware to the facts of a
situation. Each year more than a dozen faith communities and organizations join in
hosting a Witting Tree ceremony at their sites.
We will participate in the Witting Tree project by hanging 22 sets of dog tags each day
on a tree in our church side yard (near our sign on Martello Drive) in public
remembrance of 22 veterans who take their lives each day by suicide. (That is one
Veteran that takes their life every 80 minutes.)
We want our members and especially our veterans to participate in this project by
taking a day to place the 22 dog tags on our designated Witting tree and saying a
prayer. Call Sherry at ML office (843) 795-4855 to sign up.
Can we count on you to be our Witting Tree witness?
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P AGE 4

Matthew 22: 36-40 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”
And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets”
Luke 10: 27 And he answered. “you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.
Mark 12: 28-31 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing
with one another and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which
commandments is the most important of all?” Jesus answered “The most
important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. ‘ the second is this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”
Is our love Stewardship?
I believe the answer to this is yes! We are entrusted with the ability to love everyone and ultimately have to make
the decision of how we will use this gift that God has given us. He has entrusted us with this ability that is a
mirror of how he feels for ALL of us. Not just some of us. That is a hard understanding for us as humans at
times because we are filled with emotions and opinions. When we are hurt or wronged by someone, how are we
to still love them? How are we to love someone we don’t even know? How are we to love someone who is
nothing like us? Even more difficult to answer – how are we to love someone who has committed a murder or
cheated or stolen? How are we?
We are called multiple times throughout the Bible to love each other as God loves us. This is not simply a
request, but a commandment. And I am willing to bet … we all fall short of this every. single. day. I know I do!
So how does this tie into Stewardship? Joyfully and freely giving of your love to God’s creations. When we have
the chance to give love and spread joy, we should take it! This could be something as simple as smiling at
someone in a store, or helping someone who has full hands – or listening to a stranger when they have something
to say … even if you are in a hurry. It could be trying to understand someone who has made bad decisions in
their lives and telling them they are still loved by God. It could be taking a meal to a friend that not expecting it.
The list is never ending!
I think the biggest way that we can show love in our efforts of being great Stewards of this gift from God is
learning to show love even when it doesn’t feel natural or right. Learning to let his love wash over us when we
try to mimic his!
- Laura Jordan
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Meet the Author

Mark your calendars now for
an exciting and enriching
morning with local author,
Nicole Seitz.
Saturday, November 9 at 10
AM
Martin Luther Church
Nicole is a South Carolina
Lowcountry native and the
author of The Spirit of Sweetgrass
and Trouble the Water. She is
also a freelance writer/illustrator
who has published in numerous
magazines. Nicole shows her
paintings in Charleston, where
she owns a web design firm and
lives with her husband and two
children.

P AGE 5

MEETING
The Semi-Annual
Martin Luther Church
Congregational
Meeting will be held
on
Sunday, November 17,
2019 immediately
following the
9 AM Worship Service.
The adoption of the
enclosed 2020 Budget
will be on the agenda.
Please plan to attend!
Thank you!

P AGE 6
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Join us each Sunday morning (except Brunch
Sundays) after the 9 AM Worship Service for our
study series.

On October 13th we will begin a new series which
will connect with our SC Synod theme of “Joining
God in the Neighborhood”.
Join us as we learn about the various religions of our
neighbors.
Over 33 sessions we will cover
the most popular religions of
the world. We will take a look
at how these religions
compare with Lutheranism—
our differences and our
similarities.
Please join us - light
refreshments will be available.
ALL AGES ARE INVITED TO
ATTEND!
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P AGE 7

Bible Study

Veteran?

The Thursday
Morning Bible Study
meets each Thursday
at 11 AM. Please join
us for this delightful
and lively discussion
of the weekly lessons.

Do you know a veteran or a military family in
need?
Education… Housing… Health Benefits…
Basic Needs… Assistance… Employment…
Homelessness… Peer Support… Financial Crisis
Management
Please contact or refer them to:
Tri-County Veterans Support Network
843-276-2840
www.TriCountyVeteransSupportNetwork.
org

Organ Fund Fellowship Brunch
At the July 29th meeting of the Sunday, November 3rd is
our First Sunday of the
Congregational Council, it was
approved that we start an “Organ Month Fellowship Brunch
Fund” to purchase a new Organ. immediately following the
We have been advised that our Worship Service. Bring
your favorite breakfast/
current organ is reaching the age of
brunch casserole, fruit,
repairs and the replacement/repair sweets, cereals, etc. and
parts are not available. Please
come sit awhile and get
consider giving to this new fund
more acquainted with
and mark your checks “Organ your church family. The
church will provide the
Fund”. As of the end of September
we have had donations totaling over beverages. See Adelaide
McKeithan or Kathy
$25,000. We are close to making a
Swittenberg for details.
purchase. Thank you.
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NEWS FOR
CUB SCOUTS

AA

The Cub Scout Pack 4 is
meeting each Monday evening
at 6:30 PM. Some of the dens
have chosen to continue to
meet during the summer! We
love our Scouts!

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meets at
Martin Luther Church every Saturday
evening at 8 PM and every Sunday
evening at 8 PM. We are happy to
serve this community in various ways
for the welfare of all.

ONLINE GIVING

R ESPITE C ARE C HARLESTON

Martin Luther Church is gladly
accepting online contributions
through Tithe.ly.com.

Upcoming Respite Care Charleston
Support Group Meetings at MLLC—
November 1 at 10 AM—Friday
Morning Group (coincides with
the regular Friday day program)
November 12 at 6 PM—Tuesday
Night Group
November 13 at 10 AM—Early
Stage Group (specifically
designed for caregivers and their
loved ones in the early stages of
dementia or Alzheimer’s
disease)
November 26 at 6 PM—Tuesday
Night Group
November 27 at 10 AM—Early
Stage Group
Each of these groups is open and
free, so if you know of anyone who
might benefit from any of these
groups, please invite them to join us!
Sara Perry—Executive Director RCC
843 647-7405

Anyone can access this new
App through the MLLC website
www.martinlutherchurch.org.
Just go to the green Giving
Option Button on the opening
page!
If you need some
assistance, please give Sherry a
call in the church office! Now
you can give, even when you
are out of town!!! Tell your
friends and family
that they can give to
MLLC online!!!
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P AGE 9

YOU TO KNOW
WELCA

Children’s Church

The
Helene
Wohlers
Circle
continues to meet
occasionally.
Please check with Jerri Snider for
details.
SC WELCA invites you to take a look
at their website www.scwelca.com.
News, publications and upcoming
events are posted there.

The November Children’s
Church gifts will be
designated to:
Nov. 3 Pet Helpers
Nov. 10 NOVUS Way
Nov. 17 Sea Island
Habitat for Humanity
Nov. 24 MLLC Angel Tree

BLESSING OTHERS

C HILDREN ’ S C HURCH G IFTS

The Cub Scouts have
designed and mounted a
Blessings Box to assist the
hungry in our midst. They
encourage all to take what
you need and give what you
are able. Along with the
Blessings Box, two “Little
Libraries”
have
been
mounted
beside
the
Blessings Box. One library
is for children’s books and
one is for adult readers.

These Children’s Church gifts
were sent to the agencies listed
below:
Sept. 22 Lutheran Homes of SC
$60.62
Sept. 29 Lutheran Theological
Southern Seminary $73.36
Oct. 6 ELCA Disaster Relief
$210.60
Oct. 13 Lutheran Services
Carolinas $ 36.27
Thank you to the children and
those who give generously to these
agencies. We are blessed to be a
blessing!
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PRAYERS

The family of Velma
Black, Vicki
Becker’s mother, at
her death on October
15.
Elizabeth King Maddox
at Rice Estates in
Columbia
Emily Chaplin at
Dayspring Assisted
Living
Bill McCorkle at Johns
Island Rehab
Bill Carter
Kaitlyn Frear
Gary Frear
Todd and Pam Peterson
Melody Alcorn
Walter Schroeder
Jim Swittenberg
Charlie Harris
Mickie White
Judy Alcorn
Bob and Joan
Cunningham
Buddy Diffenderfer
Connie Baker
Carl Simmons
Myrl Kluge

Mary and Jack Cooper
Dawn Congdon
Bill & Edna
Mariorenzi
Alice Scheld
Joe Sproles
Vicki Becker
Richard Jantzen
Sean Fowler
Ada Arthur
Stephen Bellah
Marylin Summers
Will Coleman
Maribelle Jenkins
Linwood Swittenberg
Ingeburg Sproles
Betty and Paulwyn Boliek
Johnny Hallman
John Bischoff
Alice Vendrick
Mary Ann Graff
Betty Coppola
Michele Wallis
Lucille Mullis
Cyndee Roumilatt
Myra Banks
Midge Davis
Mary Katherine Brennan
Fran Lingenfelter
Erik Wohltman
Andrea Cassem
Jason and Autumn Young
Richard Haynsworth
Elizabeth Perkins

Gloria Irwin
Trey Crayton
Barbara Wilson
Frank Ostwalt
David Arnold
Donnie Fosberry
John Lange
Brantley Smith
Travis Davis
Shauna Nelson
Ben Hout
Aubree Strickland
Tamone Williams
Jim Johnston
Terri Dunham
All those who serve in the
military and those who
protect our country,
state, and communities.

Holy God, your
beauty shines forth
from the manger and
your love flows from
the cross. As you
gather us around
these signs of your
love come among us,
warm us to extend
your care among the
hungry and all in
need. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.
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P AGE 11

An Irish Blessing

May you always have work for
your hands to do.
May your pockets hold always a
coin or two.
May the sun shine bright on your
windowpane.
May the rainbow be certain to
follow each rain.
May the hand of a friend always
be near you.
And may God fill your heart with
gladness to cheer you.

P AGE 12
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Children’s Church Offering at Work
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Worship Assistant Schedules

P AGE 13
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Eric Stommel
11/01
Claire Diffenderfer
11/03
Janet Kruger
11/10
Joe Sproles
11/11
Kaitlyn Frear
11/11
Delayna Guffin
11/12
Tracey Arthur
11/14
Marcia LaFrance
11/18
John Weed
11/18
Rich Hamill
11/19
Donna Blish
11/20
Bubba Brandt
11/23

Tait
Arthur

11/24

Maria Namie
Pam Peterson
Russell LaFrance

11/24
11/27
11/28

ANNIVERSARIES
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BIRTHDAYS

P AGE 15

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Marty Richard
12/01
JB Bradley
12/01
Mickie White
12/03
Polly Sutton
12/04
Aaron Armstrong
12/05
Haley Swittenberg
12/07
Richard Jantzen
12/10
Brian Shaddrix
12/12
Chuck Gillette
12/15
Laura Richard
12/15
Greta Waters
12/18
Samantha Stommel 12/18
Charlie Harris
12/19

Joyce Guffin
Jerry Weed
Michael Gillette
Amanda Burke
Pam Gillette
Joni Suggs
Steve Shaddrix
Wayne Rhea

12/23
12/24
12/26
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/30

ANNIVERSARIES
Pam & Chuck Gillette
Heidi & Gary Frear
Nancy & Bruce Carter
Marcia & Russell LaFrance

12/09
12/12
12/18
12/24

M ARTIN L UTHER E VANGELICAL
L UTHERAN C HURCH
1605 Harbor View Road
Charleston, SC 29412
843 795-4855
Email: mllc@knology.net

WE’RE

ON THE

WEB!

WWW.MARTINLUTHERCHURCH. ORG

“A CARING FAMILY OF
GOD”

S TAFF AND C ONGREGATIONAL C OUNCIL
STAFF
Pastor
The Reverend Thomas
Cassem

CONGREGATIONAL
COUNCIL
Officers

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke

President—

Service Team Leader—

Director of
Congregational Ministries

Peggy Oxendine

Laura Jordan

Vice President—

Sherry Fowler

Rick Beruf

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant

Director of Music

Secretary—

Vacant

Heidi Frear

Office Hours are

Treasurer—
Janice Knight

Monday—Friday
8 AM to Noon

Financial Secretary—
Richard Fowler

Learning Team Leader—
Pam Peterson
Congregational Care Team
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover

Property Team Leader—
Wayne Rimer
Youth (one year term) Torren Thomas

Council Members
serve two year
terms with the
exception of the
youth members,
serving a one year
term.

