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God Sightings 
Most of you know that I’ve loved flying since I was a child. My father 
took me with him on business trips in their company PA-23 Piper 
Apache twin-engine airplane, and I got to help navigate and fly the 
airplane!  I was “hooked” on flying for life! 

A friend and member of Faith Lutheran Church, David Epp, is a retired 
pilot.  He and his wife, Peggy, live in north central Florida in a housing 
community built for pilots….with its own private airstrip!  Here’s Dave’s inspiring description of his 
flying passion:  

I had the opportunity to view the computer screen of the guy who did an air video of our property and airport 
community when we had the house for sale. I was astonished at how much it looked and felt like I was up there.  

Over the years people have asked me what it is about flying that is so addicting to me.  

My answer always was to ask them if they liked amusement rides. Next I would explain that the planning of a cross 
country flight and executing that was a very rewarding experience.  

But most important to me was the view of Gods wonderful gift to us of this Earth, and     to be able to view it like a bird 
does. The different shadows that different times of day create, the different look of the seasonal changes like when the 
leaves are all gone in the Fall, and again when they all come back in the Spring, along with the change that a fresh 
snow makes over the same area. It is momentarily a transition to finding new landmarks over familiar territory to 
navigate by.  

But to me as a Christian, as I look ahead for the small town that my flight planning tells me I will soon see, the first 
indication of that town is the church steeple or multiple steeples sticking up over the trees. What a wonderful sight!  
And that sight is in every small, medium, and larger town everywhere. So to sum up, for me, the addiction for flight is 
the view.   

All that said, I do understand what you like about the flying as well. And underneath all of that are memories of you 
flying with your dad.....priceless! Thanks for sharing.”  

What a beautiful, awesome vision of the magic of flying.  I love how his passion for flying intersecting with 
his faith is powerfully and beautifully expressed!  Thanks, Dave! 

Yes, seeing God's creation from a different vantage point is definitely a wondrous occasion.  Going from 
town to town and marveling at the beauty of the scenery as the towns, farms, roads, fields, trees, lakes, 
rivers and all unfolded below us was really great.  Every commercial flight I've taken since has brought 
those memories back …though I'd much rather be in the pilot or copilot's seat than back there among the 
passengers...and always said so! 

I hope this vision helps distract you from our current life stresses and helps you focus on God’s beautiful 

vision…for our Earth, for his Church, and for You!      --Pastor Tom   
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We asked Disciples from Martin 
Luther Church and Faith Church 

to share their “God Sightings” 
for our July Luther Lines.   

Here are the ones we received.   

Thank you to all who have joined 
in this effort to “share our 

stories”.   

Please share your God Sightings 
with us for the next Luther 

Lines. 

 

I have seen Jesus 
everyday... I know he is 
among us, since all of my 
family, neighbors and 
church family have been 
safe from the virus.. I see 
him in all the family’s out 
walking in the 
neighborhood s.....I have 
seen him in the disciples 
of our church that I have 
talked to and appreciate 
my call.  I have seen him 
in a neighbor who has a 
bakery business and puts 
out fresh bread (for the 
taking)... and through all 
the messages from Pastor 
Tom...our family is very 
blessed.  - Mary Lou 
Hoover 

 

 

 

 

 

With everything going on I 
feel like I would be super 
stressed, especially with 
Haley being so far away 
from me and not getting to 
see her and have her close.   

But  God has blessed me 
during this time with peace. 
He has said "Be Still and 
know that I am God."  

I have limited my news 
intake and tried to focus on 
the beauty he has created 
around me.   

And I know that no matter 
what Covid 19 has in store, 
God has control over it all. 
For the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hears and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

And for that I say - 
THANKS BE TO GOD!!!! 

Kathy Swittenberg 

I use my "Quiet Time" to 
pray on the way to work at 
5:30 am. I tell Him how 
thankful I am for loving 
me, my family and 
friends. I ask for His 
protection before I enter 
Roper,  that I love, but 
feels more like doomsday. 
I feel His presence around 
our doctors, nurses and all 
staff that walk into the 
space where NO ONE 
wants to be during a 
Pandemic, but we're 
feeling the love of patients 
that are grateful. I usually 
start my prayers with " 
Lord …. It's me again"   I 
feel Him more than ever 
and I know He loves me!!   

- Joni Suggs 



LUTHER L INES PAGE 4 

 

 

I know I have nothing to complain about 
– I still have my job, even get to work 
from home more – I have a house, I have 
my health, my family and friends, my 
fabulous furry friends – but, sometimes, I 
get a little down – the news, people 
wearing masks (including myself) when 
in public, no physical hugs, no gathering 
with friends at a local restaurant – on and 
on.  But, lately, I’ve started to notice a 
few things – flowers I planted last fall are 
coming up in the front yard, bluebirds are 
nesting in my backyard.  I feel like God is 
showing me that new life (through His 
love) still abounds around us – especially 
in nature.  God is letting me know that He 
can and will continue to intervene in this 
broken world and show us what’s really 
important.   

Isaiah 43:19 tells us –  

“Listen carefully, I am about to do a new 
thing, 
Now it will spring forth; 
Will you not be aware of it? 
I will even put a road in the wilderness, 
Rivers in the desert. 

• Peggy Oxendine 

 

(When I feel Lonely) “You saw me before 
I was born. Every day of my life was 
recorded in your book. Every moment was 
laid out before a single day had passed. 
How precious are your thoughts about me, 
O God! they are innumerable! I can't even 
count them, they outnumber the grains of 
sand! And when I Wake up in the morning, 
you are still with me!” Psalm 139:16-18  I 
believe God is with me every moment of 
the day, the light which shines in the eye is 
really the light of the heart, the light which 
fills the heart is the light of God.—Maria 
Namie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Browne says he finally got the rest 
he so desperately needed. He is 
rejuvenated. And Roland is spending 
critical growth time getting to have his 2 
sisters and Mom & Dad together all day 
every day. That is a lot of love and we 
thank God for shining His light on us 
during these uncertain times.  -  Megan 
Browne 



JUNE 2020 PAGE 5 

 

 

I have been checking our little 
libraries throughout all this 
mess and also putting in food 
as I can in the Blessing Box.  I 
went there one day and again 
filled the library (both boxes) 
up.  While there a car drove 
up and a older lady and little 
girl got out.  The lady asked 
me if she could look in the 
food box and of course I told 
her yes.  I opened the box and 
she took one thing out but 
look worried. I told her if she 
need more then get it as I had 
just put in some food and she 
said she didn't want to take 
from others.  She did take a 
few other things and thanked 
me.  The little girl about 5 
years old was looking at the 
libraries with "wanting eyes"  I 
took her over and helped her 
pick out 4 books.  She said 
thank you and then told me 
she loved to read and didn't 
have any books at grandma's 
house. Then she said they 
didn't know this was here but 
Grandma took the wrong turn 
(they missed the Harborview 
Rd turn so the turned on the 
side road by Bank of 
America). They were from 
here but got stuck in the shut 
down.  The little girl said she 
asked to go buy books but 
was told there wasn't enough 
money.  Then her eyes lit up 
and asked DO YOU THINK 
GOD MADE AUNT SUE MISS 
THE TURN AND WHEN WE 
TOOK THIS ROAD WE SAW 
THE LIBRARY?  I told her I 
think that could have been 
God's plan because she 
needed books during this time 
and He always gives us things 
we need.  She hugged my 
legs and said she would 
return the books when 
finished and get new ones.  

• Brenda Burke 

 

So excited for my son’s next 
adventure! 

We have been asked by our 
Pastor thru our world's current 
situation, "where do you see 
God?" 
Today, I see him through my 
son (TJ) as he is making a big 
step in adulthood.  Thank you 
God for guiding him and being 
there with us throughout our 
lives.   

• Pam Peterson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this quarantine I’ve 
seen God in ways that I hadn’t 
expected.  I realized that I 
have never taken the time to 
stop and slow down in my 
entire life.  As I look back at 
my life, it seems hectic.  I 
have always had work, play or 
some type of routine to focus 
on.  I never really stopped to 

think on a daily basis.  About 
fifteen years ago I realized 
that this was a problem for me 
and I attempted to turn it 
around.  I even told some 
people that my new motto was 
going to be “Stop and smell 
the roses”.   I was going to 
stop for a few minutes every 
day to look around at the 
flowers, nature and my life in 
general.  This was a great 
idea but after a few attempts, I 
simply forgot about it.   For 
example, I would find myself 
going sometimes for months 
without noticing the plants in 
our yard (which were symbolic 
of the problem). Often times I 
would see flowers in the yard 
and ask “When did that plant 
bloom flowers?”  The 
response was often “That 
plant bloomed months ago, 
where have you been?”.  
There were many things and 
people in my life that simply 
did not enter into my 
conscious thoughts.   Some 
parts of life were virtually 
passing me by. Now with this 
forced quarantine, for once in 
my life I see the flower buds 
and then the blooms. Perhaps 
it was God’s plan to force 
some of us to be still.   

- Richard Fowler 
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The 2020 SC Synod Assembly has been rescheduled for Saturday, July 25, 2020.  

We are blessed to have the opportunity to meet at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church (119 
North Church Street) Lexington.  

All information about the assembly can be found on the SC Synod website, including the 
link to the new registration.  

  

There are a couple of things that I feel may be helpful for you to know about this assembly: 

1.     The focus of agenda items will be on the election of Bishop and General Elections. 
2.     The process for the Election of our Bishop is the same as what we have historically 

done for both Bishop and Vice President with an Ecclesiastical Ballot, however the time 
frame in between agenda items has been collapsed. 

3.     We encourage everyone to review the Orientation to Assembly Power Point on our 
website so that you are familiar with the election process and what to expect at this 
Assembly. 

4.     During the time allotted for ballot counters to do their work we will continue with other 
items of business on our agenda. 

5.     In addition to elections we look forward to worship, lunch, dinner and special 
presentations. 

6.     We are postponing the celebration of Bishop Yoos’ retirement until a later date (TBA) 
this fall. 

7.     All registration is done online. Please register in advance. Registration closes July 13th. 
  

Finally, as a special treat we are asking each congregation to bring one plate of one dozen 
homemade cookies to be shared during our afternoon snack time. You can drop these 
off in the Social Hall when you arrive.  

  

We continue to pray for each of you; for your health and wellbeing and for the powerful 
presence of the Risen Christ Jesus to be made known to you and through you each 
day.  Please look at our website for all the details. 

  

Pastor Ginny Aebischer, Assistant to the Bishop/ Assembly Manager 

SC SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

Richard (my sweet husband) and I are trying our hardest to adhere to the 
“social distancing” that is in place.  We were both home on Saturday, May 
16, and felt like taking an afternoon nap.  I napped on the sofa and Richard 
went to the bedroom.  Richard said that he was jarred awake by a “boom” 
and thought it was the neighbor just doing the usual yardwork.  Shortly 
after, Richard heard a “commotion” outside the bedroom window and 
decided to take a peek.  RIGHT BESIDE our bedroom window, the 
neighbor’s outside storage box had exploded.  Flames shot up the side of 
the neighbor’s house while other neighbors ran to douse the flames with 
water.  It was extinguished quickly with no damage to our house, but some 
damage to the side of the neighbor’s house.  I am so thankful to God, 
because this could have been even more disastrous with damage to the 
houses and possible harm to Richard.  I am sure that God’s Angels were 
watching over all of us – especially Richard -  there’s no doubt!!! - Sherry 
Fowler 
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I enjoyed reading Father Richard Rohr’s, “The Universal Christ”.  It’s a book based on seeing 
Christ everywhere and in everything.  It gave me great seed for meditation.   I’ve also been 
reading “Anam Cara—A Book of Celtic Wisdom” by John O’Donohue (one of his poems may be 
found on page 11).  - Sherry Fowler 

 

I just finished a book titled, “Imagine Heaven”, by John Burke.  It is the author’s research on the 
vast literature of Near Death Experiences.  Over and over people share their experiences of a 
paradise that is beyond our human imaginations.   - Peggy Oxendine 

 

As I listened to Pastor Tom's sermon today, I was reminded of a book I read many, many moons 
ago -- "Dear and Glorious Physician" by Taylor Caldwell.  It is the story of St. Luke, and I highly 
recommend reading it if you haven't already done so.  Below is a link that gives you a description 
of the book.  I'm actually going to order a copy of it because it has been so long since I've read it, 
I have forgotten a lot of it.  However, for me to remember as much of it as I do it had to have 
made a significant impact on me. 

https://www.alibris.com/booksearch?
keyword=Dear+and+Glorious+Physician&mtype=B&hs.x=30&hs.y=32 

Blessings, my dear brothers and sisters!  Helena Bradford 

WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU ARE READING!! 

https://www.alibris.com/booksearch?keyword=Dear+and+Glorious+Physician&mtype=B&hs.x=30&hs.y=32
https://www.alibris.com/booksearch?keyword=Dear+and+Glorious+Physician&mtype=B&hs.x=30&hs.y=32
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GIVING 

Each weekday at 10:00 a.m. the SC Synod will be bringing you a 
live Daily Prayer Gathering on Facebook page and YouTube. They 
invite you to share your prayers on those post and know they will be 
prayed for throughout the day. Please be sure to like the Facebook 
page and subscribe to the YouTube channel and hit the little bell to 
get notifications of when they post and go live. They will add them 
to the play list as soon as possible following the live stream. 

DEVOTIONS WITH THE SC SYNOD 

Although we are not able to gather in person, we can still support Martin 
Luther's mission by making our donations by mail or online. 

Martin Luther Church is gladly accepting online contributions 
through Tithe.ly.com. Anyone can access this new App through the 
MLLC website www.martinlutherchurch.org. Just go to the green Giving 
Option Button on the top right of the opening page! If you need some as-
sistance, please give Sherry a call. Now you can give, even while we are 
each self-quarantined in our homes. Tell your friends and family that they 
can give to MLLC online!!!  

And we still accept checks - mail those to  

Martin Luther Church 

1605 Harbor View Road 

Charleston, SC 29412 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Martin Luther Church and 
our missions.  

We have been so blessed with donations from disciples using online sites 
such as www.tithe.ly.com, VANCO, personal checks  and their personal 
bank’s billpays.  Some disciples have been so generous as to give some of 
their government stimulus checks to help with the finances of the church.  
WE THANK YOU!!!! 

http://www.martinlutherchurch.org
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Elizabeth King Maddox at Rice 
Estates in Columbia 

Bill McCorkle at Johns Island 
Rehab 

Melody Alcorn 

Barbara Crews 

Paul Bauersfeld 

Bill Carter 

Polly Sutton 

Carl Simmons 

Judy Simmons 

Todd and Pam Peterson 

Jim Swittenberg 

Charlie Harris     

Mickie White    

Judy Alcorn    

Bob and Joan Cunningham    

Buddy Diffenderfer 

Myrl Kluge   

Mary and Jack Cooper    

Alice Scheld    

Bill & Edna Mariorenzi    

Joe Sproles    

Vicki Becker  

   

Joe Dimauro     

Lucille Mullis    

Julie Phifer 

Steve Cooper     

Mary Katherine Brennan     

Fran Lingenfelter     

Autumn Young 

Trey Crayton    

Preston Vinson    

Johnny Hallman    

John Bischoff 

Cyndie Hartsell    

Alice Vendrick     

Mary Ann Graff     

Linda Miller 

Joan Riley    

Ingeburg Sproles      

Betty and Paulwyn Boliek 

Cyndie Roumilatt    

Frank Oastwalt      

Will Coleman      

Terri Dunham 

Lynn Nash     

Henry Carroll   

Maggie Bennett     

Ramona Horres  

Becky Cook    

Carolyn and Linwood 
Swittenberg 

Mildred Woods     

Eugene Alexander     

Ned Vendrick 

Thomas Soyden     

Eliza Cate Volousky    

Dwight Hartsell    

Wilma McLelland   

Chris Prokop     

Lisa Player 

All those who serve in the military 
and those who protect 

PRAYERS 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Connie Gibson   6/03 

Jan Clinkscales   6/12 

Brooke Dark   6/12 

Joe Cockrell   6/13 

Buddy Diffenderfer  6/22 

Mark Kruger   6/25 

Nancy Haynsworth  6/30 

 

Anniversaries 

 

Florence & Wayne Rimer 6/04 

Kristina & Steve Everman 6/05 

Pam & Todd Peterson  6/12 

Janet & Mark Kruger  6/14 

Lori & Rich Hamill  6/16 

Mary Lou & Al Hoover  6/17 

Amanda and Richard Summers 6/24 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Rick Suggs   7/02 

Jim Swittenberg   7/07 

Barbara Young   7/12 

Lou Gibson   7/18 

Kay Ake   7/19 

Ellie Hamill   7/19 

Bruce Carter   7/19 

Paul Becker   7/20 

Josef Burke   7/20 

Patty Iler   7/21 

Andy Young   7/24 
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Whether you're worlds apart, or just down the block, there are many 
options for bringing the family together to celebrate 
fathers, grandfathers, stepdads, and other father figures in your family's 
life. In addition to sending a Father's Day card or a special, 
personalized gift, you can easily host a virtual Father's Day celebration 
from the comfort of your own couch. 

Getting the whole family together to chat over FaceTime, Zoom, Skype, 
or any other telecommunication app is relatively easy, so long as you 
have a working computer and internet access. Dad will get to see your 
smiling faces, which is probably the thing he wants most for Father's 
Day, and you can still practice social distancing to ensure Dad (and 
family!) stay safe.  
 

Any of these activities may be experienced VIRTUALLY!!!! 
Watch a movie or TV show together. 

Cook or bake something together. 
Order Dad’s favorite dinner to be delivered to him. 

Look through some old pictures and videos together. 
Visit a Museum. 

Watch a livestreaming concert 
together.   

Have a virtual tasting. 
Play games.   

 
Whatever you do, Dad will be happy that 

you thought of him.   

10 Creative, 
Quarantine-

Friendly Ways 
to Connect This 

Fathers Day 

https://www.womansday.com/life/g2431/fathers-day-quotes/
https://www.womansday.com/life/a51870/family-finds-wry-grandfathers-funny-note-behind-a-mirror-22-years-after-his-death/
https://www.womansday.com/life/g2431/fathers-day-quotes/
https://www.womansday.com/life/a51870/family-finds-wry-grandfathers-funny-note-behind-a-mirror-22-years-after-his-death/
https://www.womansday.com/relationships/family-friends/a52090/father-stops-wedding-to-have-stepdad-walk-bride-down-the-aisle/
https://www.womansday.com/relationships/family-friends/g1151/fathers-day-presents/
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Count your blessings instead of your crosses. 

Count your gains instead of your losses. 

Count your joys instead of your woes. 

Count your friends instead of your foes. 

Count your courage instead of your fears. 

Count your laughs instead of your tears. 

Count your full years instead of your lean. 

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 

Count your health instead of your wealth. 

Count on GOD instead of yourself. 

May you be blessed with good friends. 

May you learn to be a good friend to yourself. 

May you be able to journey to that place in your soul where there is 

great love, warmth, feeling, and forgiveness. 

May this change you. 

May it transfigure that which is negative, distant, or cold in you. 

May you be brought in to the real passion, kinship, and affinity of 

belonging.   

May you treasure your friends. 

May you be good to them and may you be there for them; may they bring 

you all the blessings, challenges, truth, and light that you need for 

your journey. 

May you never be isolated. 

May you always be in the gentle nest of belonging with your anam cara.   

A FRIENDSHIP BLESSING  by John O’Donohue 
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843 795-4855 
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LUTHER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

      Officers 

President—  

Peggy Oxendine 

Vice President—             

Rick Beruf 

Secretary—                 

Heidi Frear 

Treasurer—                  
Janice Knight 

Financial Secretary—      
Richard Fowler 

 

STAFF 

Pastor  

The Reverend Thomas 
Cassem 

Director of 
Congregational Ministries   

Sherry Fowler 

Director of Music  

        Vacant 

 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Friday 

8 AM to Noon 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Worship Team Leader—
Brenda Burke 

Service Team Leader—  

Laura Jordan 

Evangelism Team Leader—
Vacant 

Learning Team Leader— 

Pam Peterson 

Congregational Care Team 
Leader—Mary Lou Hoover 
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Wayne Rimer 

Youth (one year term) - 
Torren Thomas 
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“A CARING FAMILY OF 

GOD” 
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